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Q. Yes—A. That’s right. To thelr political stand and conuections with vari-
ous societies.

Q. Did they ask you if to your knowledge any of these people had ever suid
anything over the air, or done anything in connection with broadeasting?—
A. No.

Q. They didn’t ask you that, did they? A. No.

Q. Were they apparently interested in what we would call overt acts of these
people, or primarily interested in their opinions, beliefs und background 2—A.
They had several scripts which were questioned.  Apparently people had written
in and they had questioned various broadcasts, und they had the copies of
those broadeasts.

Q. And they questioned you about them?—A. They questioned me whether
I had seen the broadeast before they went on the air, or whether I sat and
listened to the broadceasts; whether I actnally kuew what was said on the air.

Q. Did you go back there again?—A. I went back altogether, four times.
Altogether T went there four times.

21}(Q. And each time for approximately how long?—A. Two hours, 2%, 3 hours;

% hours.

Q. Each time Mr. Fenner asked you most of the nuestions?-—A. Yes.

Q. And were there any other people that you recall being present at the
two subsequent interviews?—A. Mr. Guest was there every time. The last two
times there was Mr. Fenner and Mr. Guest, it sccius to me.

Q. And was there any change in the character of the questions they axked
you"—A. No.

Q. They just took that long to cover all the personalities at the station?—A.
Let's see. There was Mr. Brunner ; they went rather thoroughly into his history
and soon ; then Qettgen, Miss Troja, Karl Heins.

Q. Do you recull if they asked you if you had visited any of these people
;lt their homes?—A. They asked me whether T knew auy of Mr. Bruuner's

riends.

Q. Did they ask you whether you knew these people well enongh to have
dinner with them, or social occasions such as that?—A. Yes. T had been with
Mr. Brunner on his boat. I spent once a week end with him and his wife,
and once or twice they did bring that out. They did ask me whether I had
been in his home.

Q. Did they ask you to give the general temor of conversations that you
may have had at his home, with his wife and himself?—A. No.

Q. What did they ask you about?—A. They asked me whether I met any
of his friends there.

Q. And to tell the names of the people that you met there?—A. Yes.
aQ. Did you tell them the names of any people?—A. No. I didn’t know

nyone,

Mr. Garey. Mr. Belli. Mr. Chairman, will you be good enough to
swear the witness.

TESTIMONY OF LIDO BELLI (RIZZIERI RELLI), PRODUCER IN
RADIO INDUSTRY, NEW YORK, N. Y.

Mr. Garey. Your name is Rizzieri Relli, is it not?

Mr. Beror. That is right.

Mr. Garey. And your professional name on the radio is Lido Belli¥

Mr. Berrr Yes.

?111!? Garey. Mr. Belli, will you tell us when and where you were
19311'. Betir I was born in Portoferraio, Italy, on the 23d of May

Mr. Garey. And what year did you immigrate to the United States?
Mr. Bevir, November 2, 1926.
r. Garey. So you have been here approximately 16 or 17 yearst
r. Beror Seventeen years.
Mr. Garey. And what has been your business here?
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Mr. Breiwn I worked for 414 years on tunnel construction, and
then I went on the radio at the end of 1931 or the beginning of 1932.

Mr. Garey. You went in the radio business?

Mr. Brour Yes.

Mr. Garey. And you are a producer in the radio business?

Mr. Berur. Yes. '

Mr. Garey. Will you tell us rather briefly what the nature of your
work is as a producer?

Mr. Berrr. Well, it is to contact the clients if they want to advertiss
on the radio, et the time necessary for their account on the station,
and arrange the pregram they want—music or drama or anything they
want to have for their particular program.

Mr. Garer. And you have engaged in that business from the time
you have stated up to the present time?

Mr. Beutr. No. When T started T was an announcer for somebody
else. T started my own business in 1933.

I\gr. Garey. You still do a certain amount of announcing, do you
not

Mr. Beunr, Absolutely. T do most of it. :

Mr. Gagrey. And during the yvears you have been engaged in this
business vou have built up a fairly substantial business, have you notf

Mr. Berp Yes. ’

Mr. Garey. Now T am going to take you, if I may, to December 1941
T take it yon have a pretty good recollection of what happened in
Decembher 19411

Mr. Berrr Yes.

Mr. Garey. On or about December 9, 1941, what, if anything, hap-
pened to you?

Mr. Berin I was taken to Ellis Island.

Mr. G+rev. Will you tell us just what happened on that day, or
rather night?

Mr. Bernt. Well, I made a special program that night.

Mr. Garey. On the radio station?

Mr. Berun. Yes,

Mr. Gagey. What station was that?

Mr. Berui. WBNX.

Mr. Gakey. What time were vou on the air that night?

Mr. Berrr. T was on from 9:30 to 11 o’clock.

Mr. Garry. And after vour work at the station was completed for
that dav, what did you do?

Mr. Berrr. Well T tell vou. mavbe you like to know T relinquished
10 to 10: 30 for President Roosevelt to speak.

Mr. GsgrEY. You relinquished that portion of your radio timef

Mr. Bewwr. Yes.

Mr. G+revy. Then what did you do?

Mr. Berrt. Then I make a special appeal for bonds, because I thought
that was the time we should all stick together because we were at war.

Mr. Garey. There came a time that evening, however, when your
work at the station was completed ¢ '

Mr. BeLLr. Yes.

Mr. Garey. And you left the station?

Mr. BeLer. I went home.

Mr. Garey. What did you do when you got home? Were you
playing cards with your friends?
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Mr. Beur. They didn’t give me a chance to play.

Mr. Garey. Three agents of the Government came to your home,
did they not?

Mr. Bers, Yes.

Mr. Garey. And they took you to a police station

Mr. Bewur. I think tg’ey took me to this building.

Mr. Garey. First you were taken to a police station, were you not?

Mr. BeLpr, First to a police station; yes.

Mr. Garey. What happened at the police station?

Mr. Berut. They come in there and that is all; they relinquished
me to the F. B. 1.

Mr. Garey. They booked you, too, didn’t they?

Mr. Beur. I don’t know what they do. They were writing down
something,

Mr. Gagrey. Did you ever find out what charge you were booked on
at that police station ? '

Mr. Berut, Never; no.

Mr. Garey. And from the police station you were brought by
these three Government agents, were you, to the Federal Building?

Mr. BeLur. Yes.

Mr. Garey. What happened there?

Mr. Bewir. They took my picture, my fingerprints, then they put
me in a wagon and took me to the Battery.

Mr. Garey. This was about what time in the morning?

Mr. Breuur. I was arrested about a quarter to twelve or eleven
thirty, and for all those preliminary things between this building and
the police station and South Ferry took about 5 hours. It was about
4:30 when they took me to Ellis Island.

] Mr2 Garey. And you remained at Ellis Island for a number of
ays?

Mr. Berur. Fourteen days; 13 days, rather.

Mr. Garev. I am going to turn at this point, Mr. Chairman, with
Your permission, to the files of the Federal Communications Com-
mission, and I want to read from those files a portion of a report
which is found therein.

Under the caption “Lido Belli” and the subcaption “History of the
case,” the following appears in the files of the Commission, to which

have made reference :

During the year 1941, the Special Defense Unit of the Department of Justice
Prepared a list of dangerous aliems, classifying them in three categories: A,

B and C. Each category was divided into two groups—(1) and (2), number
g')d indicating the cases with strong evidence; number (2), those with less
idence.

Lido Belli had been classified B (1). The basis of this classification is not
known, There seems to be a remark in Mayor LaGuardia's survey, June 1940,
which says that Lido Belli is Fascist inclined.

On December 9, 1941, Lido Belli was taken into custody. Pursuant to a tele-
gram of the Attorney General, a hearing was set by the. United States district
attorney, Mr. Correa. On the basis of this hearing and a report prepared by
bis assistant, Mr. Correa recommended, December 23, 1941, that Lido Belli

released immediately and paroled in the custody of W. C. Alcorn.”

The committee will recall that Mr. Alcorn is the manager of radio
station WBNX. [Resuming reading:]
He stated “that there were no facts of any substance whatever indicating ac-

tivities of & suspicious nature on the part of this alien.” The Attorney General
adopted the recommendation by telephone and it was put into effect the same
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day. Mr. Alcorn was selected as sponsor upon the “activity of the alien in that
the spousor is the owner of the radio station over which his programs are
broadcast.” (Alcorn is general manager of the station and a member of the
board of directors.)

A memorandum of January 28, 1942. prepared by the Reviewing Section
Alien Enemy Control Unit, came to the conclusion: “There is no evidence to
indicate any Fascist sympathy on the part of the alien or any anti-American
tendencies.  The recommendation of the hearing board and the action taken
by the board were appropriate and should be approved.”

It is worthy of note, Mr. Chairman, that this finding was made by

the Attorney General of the United States on Jannary 28, 1942, and
T direct this finding to the attention of the committee in view of what
tho testimony that will be presented today will show subsequently
happened in this matter. [Resuming reading:]
Upon the basis of this memorandum, on Jannary 30, 1942, the Attorney General
issued the order “that said alien enemy be paroled in the custody of said
W. C. Alcorn, that the parole be conditioned upon the aiien enemy’s reportig
his activities to his sponsor twice a month and to the distriet parole officer once
a month, that the said parole be further conditioned upon the execution of and
compliance with the sponsor's and parolee's agreements provided by the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service.” Following this order, Lido Belli's statu3
was changed from that of an interim parolee to that of a regular parclee on
February 35, 1942.

Now, on or about December 23, 1941, Mr, Alcorn came down to
Ellis Island, did he not, Mr. Belli?

Mr. Berir Yes.

Mr. Garey. And he became your sponsor?

Mr. BerLi. Yes,

Mr. Gagev. And you were paroled, as the report of the Federal
Communications Cotumission which T have just read into this record
indicates?

Mr. Berrr Yes. :

Mr. Garey. And then you went back to your business, did you not!

Mr. Beron Yes.

Mr. Garey. And you resumed the operation of vour business the
same as you had been conducting it before you were apprehended?

Mr, Berer Yes.

Mr. Gagrey. So that the commiittee will have some knowledge of what
the various agencies of govermmnent, and particularly certain people
whose activities are already fairly well known to the committee, were
doing after Mr. Belli was released, T am going to place into this recor
today certain documents, or documentary evidence, which we find in
the Commission’s files. )

We probably will never know all that these people did. Mr. Chair-
man, but we find their footprints on these pieces of paper they have left
behind them, so that from these pieces of paper the committee can se¢
the unlawful degree to which the conspiracy against this witness pro-
ceeded. It is probably one of the most shametul pages in the history
of the Commission,.and I want the committee, so far as is possible, to
know about it.

We find in the files of the Federal Comimunications Commission 8
confidentinl memorandum to the Chairman, dated January 22,1
from E. K. Jett, Chief Engineer of the Commission. The copy of the
memorandum to which I refer, and which I now hold in my hand, indi-
cates that a carbon copy of that memorandum was transmitted on the
same day to the general counsel of the Commission and to a Mr. Free.
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The subject of the memorandum is translation of an article by
Ettore Manfredi which appeared in La Parola, Italian-language news-
paper of New York City.

The activities of Manfredi in certain respects, and the nature and
character of the paper La Parola, have already appeared to some
extent in the testimony that has been produced before this committee,
and need no further comment from me other than to make reference to
the fact that the committee’s record now contains certain information
respecting not only this publication and its owner, but also the person
lmown as Manfredi.

The memorandum to which I make reference is in these words:

The attached translation of the article by Mr. Manfredi explains the Fascist
relations of the employees of Stations WOV, WBNX, and WHOM, all located in
the New York City area. References are made also to the proprietors and co-
proprietors of these stations, Messrs. Bulova, Alcorn, and Lang.

This translation is sent for your information.

The memorandum is signed “E. K. Jett, Chief Engineer.”

Now, the translation of the article referred to in the memorandum,
for our present purposes, makes but one brief reference to this witness,
and that reference 1s found on the first page in these words:

At Station WBNX Mr. Lido Belli, well-known propagandist and protector of

the good Samaritan [Michele Ansaldi] acts as supervisor.
That is, as the committee will recall, a translation of an article written
by Ettore Manfredi, appearing in the newspaper La Parola on Jan-
uary 10,1942, The translation was made, according to papers which
L hold in my hand, by J. P. Kenendo of the International Division of
the Federal Communications Commission.

The next document that I want to call to the committee’s attention
is found in the files of the Commission and is dated March 18, 1942,
It consists of a confidential memorandum to the Chairman of the
Commission from E. K. Jett, Chief Engincer of the Commission, and
carbon copies, it appears from a notation on the copy, were sent to
the general counsel of the Commission and to Mr. Free.

The memorandum is on the subject of “Foreign Language Broad-
casts—WBNX—Italian Language.” The memorandum, after stating
the subject matter, reads as follows:

WBNX, located in New York, N. Y., and licensed to WBNX Broadcasting
Co,, Inc, broadeasts approximately 132 hours monthly in the Italian language,
The program entitled “Italian Varieties” is heard on Sundays from 4:30 to 7 p. m.,
is announced by Ugo Neri and Lido Belli and is sponsored by Gambarelli and
Davitto, wine merchants.

Mr. Belli, Davitto was a client of yours, was he not %

Mr. Berir Yes.

Mr. Garey (resuming reading) :

Recordings of this program for March 1, 1842, were requested and have been
reviewed by the International Division of the Engineering Department. The
program consists of news, advertising, popular Italian music, drama and g
review of the world situation by Edward Corsi. The news, taken from Inter-
national News Service dispatches, is all from United Nations sources, Axis items
belng omitted entirely. There are several appeals to buy Defense bonds.

The review of the war by Edward Corsi seems to be anti-Axis in tone. The
program as a whole.ig harmless. Both Ugo Neri and Lido Belli are said to have

been Fasclst propagandists, but such a sentiment does not seem to be evident in
the present program.
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These recordings were made at the request of Mr. Lee Falk, of the Office of
Facts and Figures, and the English translations have been subiitted to him for
his information.

That memorandum, Mr. Chairman, is sighed “E. J. Jeit, Chief
Engineer.” In it we find the beginning of the same familiar char-
acters proceeding to take their respective parts in the Lido Belli mat-
ter; and you will observe from that memorandum that the Chairman of
the Commission was advised on that date that these programs were
entirely harmless.

On April 16, 1942, the files of the Commission indicate that James
Lawrence Fly, the Chairman of the Commission, wrote J. Edgar
Hoover, Director of the Federal Burcau of Investigation, this letter:

My Dear Mr. HoovER: In cooperation with other interested Government agen-
cies, the Commission Is undertaking a continning survey of the wartime pro-
grams of standard broudeast stations, particularly in the fields of news and news
commentary. In this connection, it would be extremely helpful if the Commnis-
sion could have access to whatever relevant materials may be available in the
files of the Bureau.

At the present time we are interested in obtaining information concerning the
following broadcasters and cowmmentators ;

The two names that I will now read will be significant to the com-
mittee. The others I will omit, with your permission, Mr. Chairman.

One is Lido Belli, who is identified as “Associated with WOV, New
York,” and the other is Andre Luotto, who is identified as “Associated
with WHOM, Jersey City.” [Resuming reading:]

It will be greatly appreciated if you will advise me what arrangements can be
made to secure these data. Inasmuch as we may have oceasion from time to
time to make similar requests upon the Bureau. may I suggest the desirability of

establishing a satisfactory informal proceduwre under which responsible members
of the Commission’s staff may obtain access in the future to the results of the
Bureau's investigutions which may be related to this phase of our work.
That letter, Mr. Chairman, is signed “James Lawrence Fly,
Chairman.” ) ) ‘

The CrarMaN. What is meant by the Ehrase in that letter, “re-
sponsible members of the Commission’s staff”? )

Mr. Garey. 1 take it it means Mr. David and his associates in the
War Problems Division, Mr. Chairman. '

Then we find in the files of the Federal Communications Commis-
sion a letter on the letterhead of the Office of Facts and Figures, dated
at Washington on April 15, 1942, addressed to Mr. Nathan David, of
the Federal Communications Committee, by Mr. Lee Falk, as Chief
for Radio, Foreign Language Division. That letter reads as follows:

Enclosed is our report on the foreign language radio stations in New York
City. A little additional material concerning Boston, Pawtucket, has been
included.

This report should serve as a basis for further complete investigation. I
know you will agree with we that quick action is necessary.

That is signed by Lee Falk,

The report referred to, insofar as it deals with the present phase
of our investigation, is found on the first page under “1. WBNX
and it reads:

WBNKX bas a rather special situation. Some 5 hours of the station’s time dally
have been bought by Lido Belli.

1

Wi
thuy |
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Was that a correct statement, Mr. Belli ?
Mr. Berrs. It-was bought by me for my clients,
Mr. Gagey. Yes. [Resuming reading:]

He uses them as he sees fit, acting as his own program director, announcer,
Iews commentator, actor, etc. He spent a week on Kllig Island following
Pearl Harbor. He boasted at the time that he would be released within a

%eﬁl(!). He was. Rumor has connected him with the agent, Andre Luotto (see
M)."

The Caarmman. What is that you just read, Mr. Garey ?

Mr. Garey. That, Mr. Chairman, is from a report that was trans-
litted on April 15,1942, by Lee Falk to Nathan David.

The Crameman. What interest could Mr. David have had in the
behavior of this man as a broadcaster?

Mr. Garey. The Commission’s position has been outlined in various
of the documents that have been here introduced in evidence, to the
effect that because of the public interest, convenience, and necessity
clause they were interested In what went on in a station and had power
to act as they did act. With that position, of course, I am in entire
disagreement.

Then the next record we find to indicate what these people were
doing is another confidential memorandum dated May 26, 1912, from
Mr. E. K. Jett, the chief engineer of the Commission, to the Chairman
of the Commission, on the subject of Foreign Language Broadeasts—
WBNX—Italian language. After stating the subject, the memoran-
dum proceeds to say :

WBNX, located in New York City, N. Y., and licensed to WBNX Broadcasting
Co,, Inc., broadcasts approximately 132 hours monthly in the Italian language,
The Morning Parade, heard Monday through Saturday, from 9 a. m. to 12 noon,
eastern war time, is announced by Ugo Neri, a native Italian, and Lido Belti, a
?;tive Italian, who has taken out naturalization papers. Twenty advertisers are

e 8Ponsors,

Recordings of this program from April 13 to 18, 1942, inclusive, were requested
and bave been reviewed by the International Division of the Engineering Depart-
ment. The program consists of three news broadeasts, a drama, advertisements,
and appeals to buy defense bonds, to uid the fund to help antiaircraft tighters
and to buy church emblems for the Italian-American soldiers,

A study of the 18 newscasts leaves the impression that the announcer wants
the listener to know that in spite of reverses the Axis Powers still might not
fure so badly. He is supposed to read the news as translated, but he nearly
always beging with a summary and often interpolates a word or two or
fein's a comment in the news bulletins. Several times he omits important
Dews for the Allies, which make the front pages of all newspapers. A news
bulletin from a United Nations source usually begins: “It is reported from
New York * # #v or “A dispatch from London says * * =*» Always
from the Axis capital an item begins: “Via the German (Tokio or Rome)
Official Radio-Telegraph * * *,” as if to give the news authenticity. Dup-
ing the three newscasts he repeats certain items in order to drive home his
Moint. He likes to mention arrests of aliens by the Federal Bureau of
Invostigation’ clandestine radio stations, the threat to the Allies of the ascen-
daney of Laval, the Inconvenience of black-outs and pessimistic statements
of Allied leaders. All but 3 of the 18 newseasts end with an ominous note for
the Allies—a bad news of some sort. Sometimes he makes an obvious error
In order to deflate a bulletin favorable to the United Nations.

An article by Ettore Manfredi in La Parola (January 10, 1942), says that
Lido Belli is a well-known Fascist propagandist. Mr. Salvemini accuses Ugo
Nert likewise in his article in the New York Times (October 12, 1940).

In my memorandum to you on March 18, 1942, I noted that the evening
Lewscasts of these two announcers confained no items from Axis sources,
and that part of the prograin seemed anti-Axis in character,
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That is signed by Mr. Jett, with a carbon copy being forwarded
to the general counsel of the Commission and to Mr. Graves, Jr. 1
assume the Mr. Graves, Jr., whose name is there noted is Mr. Graves
of the F. B. I. S.

The next date to which I wish to direct the committee’s attention
is May 30, 1942, which, you will recall, was Decoration Day, Mr.
Chairman, and Mr. Alcorn, when he was on the stand, told us of
the first visit of Mr. Edmund P. Silver, an employee of the Federal
Communications Commission, to his station on May 30 and 3l
1942, and you will recall Mr. Alcorn’s testimony of Mr. Silver’s
activities at the station on that day.

The next significant date, as we move along to find out what was
going on, is reflected in the analysis of the German-American house-
wife hour broadcast over Station WBNX, and Dr. Truman’s report
on Station WBNX. That report is in evidence. I merely call atten-
tion to the fact that on June 17, 1942, the famous Dr. Goodwin
Watson transmitted Dr. Truman’s report on WBNX to Sidney Spear.

You will recall that Sidney Spear is the gentleman who went to Mr.
Richards and suggested an illegal procedure that he wanted Mr.
Richards of the Office of Censorship to cooperate with him in, for the
purpose of removing what they regarded as undesirable people from
the air. That was where Mr. ¥alk was to go to a radio station and tell
them they should fire somebody just at the time a station license was
up for renewal; and this Mr. Spear to whom Dr. Watson transmitted
a copy of the report on WBNX is the same Mr. Spear who went to Mr.
Richards to enlist his assistance and cooperation in the unlawful
scheme which he outlined to him.

In the same report there was also transmitted directly from Truman
to Spear, under date of June 16, 1942, a so-called further report on
WBNX. Since those reports already appear in the record, I shall
just make this reference to them, so that you may follow the sequence
of cevents. )

The next date is June 18, 1942, which is the date. the committee will
recall, George Brunner was put off the air, at Mr. Falk’s direction, on
station WBNX. You will recall on that date Mr, Silver was calling
WBNX. looking for Mr. Falk. Mr. Alcorn went to luncheon with
Mr. Falk on that day, and during luncheon was directod to put George
Brunner off the air.

Mr. Belli, do you know a Dr. Brunori?

Mr. BerLn Yes.

Mr. Garey. What is his first name?

Mr. Berur. Nicola. . .

Mr. Garey. Now, Nicola Brunori had certain time allocated to lim
on your program, did he not?

Mr. Berot. Yes.

Mr. Garey. And he had been using that time from arvound the be-
ginning of January 1942, had he notg

Mr. Beuix. Yes.

Mr. Garey. How did he come to get the time from you?

Mr. Berur. He came to my office and he asked me for that time ford
particular reason. He said we were at war and he thought it would
good to have a nutrition program to tell the people how to conserve
themselves by using better and less food. I didn’t think about it very
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much, but I thought it was a good idea. T took 15 minutes and gave
it to him. -
Mr. Garey. That was time you bought and paid for from the station?
Mr. Beupr. Yes.
Mr. Garey. And then you gave it to Dr. Brunori without charge #
Mr. Berer, Yes.
Mr. Garey. And he began that program sometime in January of
1 1942, did he not ?
: Mr. Berr Yes.
» Mr. Garey. I won’t take the time, Mr. Chairman, with your per-
mission, to read this letter, but I would like to have this letter from Dr.
< Nicola Brunori to the witness, dated January 15, 1942, deemed read
- into the record.
The Cuairman. All right. Let it go in.
(The Jetter above referred to is in words and figures as follows, to
wit:
g ) NicoLa BruUnorr, M. D.,
New York, N. Y., January 15, 19}2.

~* Mr. Lo Ber,

! Radio Station WBNX,

R Bronx, N. Y.

Dear Mr. BrLui: On May 26, 27, 28, 1941, in Washington, D. C., the first
s National Nutrition Conferenee for Defense took place. Almost 900 deleg.ites
answered President Roosevelt's call to this conference. The conclusion of the
proceedings was the promulgation of a chart of recommended daily allowances
W for specific interests.

In the American Public Health Association Convention held November 19,

- 1841, Dr. W. H. Sebrell, of the United States Public Service, told the delegates:

“We must place food on a parity with guns.”

. In the summe convention Dr. Sebrell called upon State and local agencies to
‘- cooperate with the Government in its educational effort to prove the eating
habits of the people.

On Novembher 27, 1941, the Office of Defense Health and Welfare Services of
Washington, D. C., Director Federal Security Administrator, Paul McNutt, sent
a letter to the physicians of the United States as the following:

“To the Physicians of the United Stalcs:

o “4s a defense measure, the President, by Executive order of September 3,
o has made the Office of Defense Health and Welfare Services responsible for the
" development of a coordinated national program in these fields. This is a tre-
¢ mendous responsibility and ene which I, as Divector, feel is beyond anyone's
;. capacity to discharge successfully unless the full assistance of all interested

-~ groups can bhe enlisted.

“Because so much of the program lies within the professional range of interest
of the physician, I have wanted to make an appeal first to the physicians of the
?nilted States to support this program wherever there may be an opportunity
0 (o 80, )

_“One of our major objectives is to improve the nutritional status of American
citizens. The National Nutrition Conference brought out the extent to which
the nutritional level of the American people will depend on the advice which
.* they receive from their personal physicians. Accordingly, I have sought some

Mmeans by which this situation could be brought directly to the attention of each
individual physician in the country.

‘ “The enclosed letter, representing the joint views of the Committee on Food
« and Nutrition of the National Research Council and the Council on Foods and
Nutrition of the American Medical Association, I feel, serves this purpose better
than anvthing T conld say. I send it for your consideration.

“Bincerely yours,

k]
“Director.”

; The program of the organized plan of the Health Welfare and Related activ-

¢ Ities more clearly explained is as follows:

M 1. Reenforcement of the activities of such agencies as have nutritional
programs,

90530—43—pt, 1——57
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2. Measures for increasing the food purchasing power of low-income group.

3. Eiforts to improve the nutritional qualities of cheap staple foods, especially
flour and bread.

4. Widest publicity to promote information on selection of food.

5. Solicitation of assistance of professional groups, including physicians, den-
tists, nurses, social workers, and teachers.

Dr. J. C. Geiger, director of public health, city of San Francisco, writes:

“The necessity of fully maintaining and developing our Nation's resources
and human strength in planning the defense program brings the problem of
national nutrition sharply into focus as a defense factor,

“Qur armed. forces, but also our workers and all civilians, must be adequately
nourished to keep the Nation at maximum efliciency. Nutrition is no longer
an individual responsibility but a national one.”

In reply to the appeal of the Defense Health Office, I thought of doing a daily
program on the theme of nutrition without any compensation on iny part.

I thought that you, Mr, Balli, can cooperate by offering the necessary time
on your Station WBNX free of charge.

I helieve at this moment of ideological contrasts, the Italians could take ad-
vantage of a program well in tune such as the Government of the United States
wishes to have.

What do you think?

Very truly yours,
NicoLa BRUNoRL

Mr. Garey. Dr. Brunori had that program from the date you have
told us until about June 17, 1942, did he not?

Mr. BeLwr. Yes.

Mr. Gagrey. Did you have difficulty with him on the program!

Mr. Bewut. Yes; almost daily.

Mr. Garey. What was he doing that caused you concern?

Mr. Berur. Well, he was doing what he pleased. First of all, he
never timed his program. Instead of taking the 14 or 15 minutes
allotted to him, sometimes he took 17 or 18 minutes. Time after time
I said, “Dr. Brunori, other clients have to come in after you. Itiss
shame to take time from them.”

He said, “How can I do it%” )

I saiq, “Take out your watch and look at the time that is comng
to you.’

%hen for a day or 2 days he was all right, and then he would take
more time again. Several times I talked to him and talked to people
at the station.

One day I said, “Now, look, Dr. Brunori, if you not have your pro-
gram timed I will start other programs and cut you off.”

I went to the studio one day and his time was up. I let him runs
half minute, a minute, & minute and a half, and then I told the station
engineer to cut him off.

\Mr. Garey. So on June 17, 1942, you put him off your station
entirely ¢

Mr. Beuir. Yes.

Mr. Garey. And on that day you wrote him a Jetter, did you not!

Mr. BeLir. Yes. )

Mr. Gagrey. And this is the letter you wrote him, is it not, Mr. Belli:

Dear Me. BRUNORI: Due to your inability to present your program within the
allotted time, we regret to inform you that your broadcast period Jas beed

canceled as of today.
Very truly yours,

Lino Berts Ranro Propucrion Co
By Livo Berur, President.
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Mr. Beror. Yes.

Mr. Garey. The chairman will recall that through Mr. Lupis we
learned that Dr. Brunori made what he called an aftidavit and trans-
mitted it to him, and that he forwarded it to the authorities in
Washington.

The next date that has significance to the committee is July 3, 1942,
At that time, according to Mr. Alcorn, Mr. Clift, an attorney for the
Federal Communications Commission, went. to Station WBNX and
spent 3 days there. Mr. Moore of Station WBNX will probably be a
witness here, and he can tell the committee what transpired during
Mr. Clift’s visit to the station on July 3 and 4 and for 1 or 2 days
thereafter.

The next document we find in the files of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission is a letter dated July 7, 1942, from Lee Falk, Chief
for Radio, Foreign Language Division, Office of Facts and Figures,
Office of War Information. The letter is addressed, Mr. Chairman,
to Mr. Nathan David, Federal Communications Commission, Wash-
ington, D. C., and it reads:

DeaR Nate: The enclosed is a transceript of a serles of conversations between
Lido Belli and Dr. Brunori. Brunori worked under Lido Belli on WBNX.

Yon migbt pass this on to Bon Phillips after you have looked at it.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

Ler,

With the permission of the chairman I am not going to encumber the
record with the enclosure that was attached to the letter I have just
read. In a later document which will be presented today some of the
trash that appears in this enclosure will appear in another report, and
that will probably be read into the record so that we won’t have to
get it in twice.

The next date that is significant for the committee to consider is
August 1,1942, on which date Station WBNX was put on a temporary

cense basis.

Then we come, Mr. Belli, to the 27th or 25th of August 1942. Do
You recall what happened at that time? )

Mr. Beror. Yes. I was called to Ellis Island and given a paper
that from that day on I was to cease all radio activities.

Mr, Garev. You were called by Mr. Diana, of the F. B. 1.?

Mr. Berur, Yes.

Mr.Garey. And you were asked to report to Ellis Island with your
sponsor, Mr, Alcorn? i

Mr. Bevir. Yes.

Mr. Garey. And you appeared there as requested ?

Mr. Berut. Yes.

Mr. Garey, And at that time you were asked to assume new con-
ditions affecting your parole?

Mr. Berir, Yes.

Mr. Garey. This further condition was added to your parole on
August 27, 1942, was it not? '

T understand that the parolee has been ordered to tewnporarily cease all radio
bl‘oadcasting activity. This includes the preparation or control of any material

"ed In radio broadcasting or the engaging by him in any way in any activity
Telating to radio broadcasting.
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You assented to that condition, did you not?
Mr. Bewir, Yes.
Mr. Garey. And consequently you were again released, and left "
Ellis Island with Mr. Alcorn? i)
Mr. Bewur That is right. R
Mr. Garey. Now, the effect of this new condition which was im-
posed upon you was to prevent you from speaking to anybody about
your business; is that true?
Mr. Berrr. Absolutely; that was very clear. )
Mr. Garey. You couldn’t hire anybody?
Mr. Berur. No. s
Mr. Garey. And you couldn't fire anybody?
Mr. Berrr. That is true. .
Mr. Garey. You couldn’t look at your own books?
Mr. BeLin Yes.
Mr. Garey. And you couldn’t even go into your own office? o
Mr. Bewvr That is right. -
Mr. Garey. As a matter of fact, Mr. Belli, you were prevented from .
entering the building in which your office was located, were you not{
Mr. Beir. I don’t remember that, but I remember by ceasing all =
activity I should not even make any telephone call. .
Mr. Garey. I will go back and read the balance of the report which
I didn’t read earlier, on Lido Belli, as found in the files of the Federal I |
Communications Commission. You will recall I read that portion pf L
it dealing with the history of the case, up to the point where Mr, Belli's |
status was changed from that of an interim parolee to a regular parolee &
on February 5, 1942. Then the report continues as follows: &
On July 23, 1842, Mr. Lee Falk of the Oflice for Emergency Management sent

a memorandum to the Alien Enemy Control Unit of the Department of Justice,
pointing to the dangerous nature of Lido Belli's activities. -y

And note this next significant sentence, Mr. Chairman:

It is based mainly on the analysis made by the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence
Service and the testimony of Dr. Brunori.

1 termed the analysis made by the F. B. I. S. as the acme of asininity
when I read it into this record. Dr. Brunori’s motives can be easily
gleaned from this witness’ testimony.

I resume reading the report:

On August 21, 1942, Mr. Ellis, director, alien enemy control unit, ordered Mr.
Thomas McDermott, acting supervisor, alien enemy paroles, to prohibit Belli
from broadcasting pending reexamination of his case. Pursuant to this instru¢-
tion, Lido Belli and his sponsor, Mr. Alcorn, were requested to sign agreewents
which contained the following condition:

“I am to temporarily cease all rond broadcasting activity. This includes the
preparation or coutrol of any material used in radio broadcasting or the engaging
by me in any way in any activity relating to radio broadcasting” (August 27,

2).

lgé)grlng the fall, Lido Belli got the Office of Censorship Interested in his case.
Apparently, it made representations to the Department of Justice, which are
hinted at in a letter of September 25, 1942, addressed to Mr. Alan Cmnston_ol
the Office of War Information by Mr. Ennis. This letter contains the followitg
statements: “Strong representations are made in his (Belli's) favor. On the
other hand, I believe that your office or the Office of the Censor, whichever
may be charged with the responsibility of these matters, s better cquip

by éxperience to decide the question of which persons should be allowed to t’nnﬁ "
in the very crucial work of broadcasting to our alien enemy population, and .
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iy




[N
i
i

1

wa

K
e
e

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 897

you will take the responsibility, I am entirely willing to place your decision in
effect without examining all of the evidence myself.”

That letter, it appears from this report, was from Mr. Ennis to Mr.
Cranston, who was Lee Falk’s chief. [Resuming reading:]

On October 29, 1942, the Office of Censorship invited Messrs. Cranston, Falk,

Truman, and Spingarn to discuss the case, Messrs. Bronson and Richards of the

of Censorship indicated that they would need additional evidence “were

they to consider any other course in recommending relief of parole conditions.”
Messrs. Cranston and Spingarn promised to obtain additional evidence,

Finally, on November 12, 1942, Mr. Rvan, of the Office of Censorship, sent a
letter with a menmorandum to the Alien Enemy Control Unit, recommending that
Lido Belli be relieved from the condition of his parole (copy attached). This
Memorandum purports to examine only the specific charge made against Lido
Belli of being a Fascist. It is based on the report of a private agency which
has been retained by the Office of Censorship, a monitoring undertaking by the
Review Division in the Foreign Language Section of the Office of Censorship, a
personal interview by Lido Belli, Alcorn, and E. Fenton, and the material used
by Mr. Lee Falk. The memorandum says that the Foreign Broadcast Intelli-
gence Service report is nebulous—

That is a charitable description of it. [Resuming reading:]

that the broadeasts monitored by the Office of Censorship “uncovered no evidence
of censorship violations” ; it impeaches the credibility of Dr. Brunori by reveal-
Ing a conviction in 1913—

This Dr. Brunori who is referred to in this report and in your testi-
mony, Mr. Belli, was convicted of attempted extortion in the courts
of this city, was he not ?

Mr. Berir, Yes. )

Mr. Garey. And sentenced to from 314 to 614 years in the State
penitentiary; is that correct ?

Mr. BrLir. Yes.

Mr. Garey (resuming reading) :

disparages the Mazzint Society; takes an unclear position on the employment
and subsequent dismissal of Garofalo; and comes to the final conclusion that it
18 Dot established that Lido Belll is a Fascist.

Mr. Lee Falk answered these arguments in a letter addressed to Mr. Ennis
of November 18, a copy of which is attached. He says that the Office of
Censorship “ignores completely the Brunori side of the argument”; emphasizes
that a conviction obtained 19 years earlier is not sufficient to discredit Brunori's
trustworthiness ; objects to the disparagement of the Mazzini Society by point-
{ng to the support given to this organization by the State Department and shows
bat the Garofalo incident has not been analyzed correctly. An affidavit from
Albert Tarchianl, the national secretary of the Mazzini Society, is enclosed,
which denles Lido Belli’s assertion that the Mazzini Soclety unsuccessfully tried
to bave Lido Belli become a member of their organization.

1 the course of the reexamination of the case, the Department of Justice
asked the field office to Investigate Lido Belli's compliance with the condition
of the parole. Mr. Thomas D. McDermott, Acting Supervisor of the Alien
Enemy Puroles, reports in his letter of December 4, 1942, that Lido Belli now
“Is observing a technical compliance with the restriction.” He says that the
condition of the parole is too nebulous to be enforced, and recommended either
Internment or canceling of the condition of the parole.

On December 10, 1942, Congressman Marcantonio, Father X (name not
known), and Mr. Belli called upon Mr. Cooley, of the Department of Jnstice,

r. Marcantonio stated that he had gone into all the facts thoroughly. He sald
that Belli's business was in danger of being ruined; that a censorship report
8hould be of a great deal of value on the final decision ; that he would not come
here for Belll if he thought he was a Fascist; and that the fact that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation has not been able to find anything against him is a
guarantee that there is nothing against him. In the course of the conversation

¢ gave a long talk on the dangers of the Mazzini Society, its members, its
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ambitions, ete. On the same day, Mr. Ryan wrote a letter to Mr. Ennis asking
him whether a final decision in the Lido Belli case had been made.

And there the report ends. It is incomplete insofar as being brought
down to date, but all that I have now read, data up to December 10,
1942, was in the possession of the F. C. C., and they had knowledge
of everything that is therein contained, at the time they were engag-
mgp}in the activities which will now come before the committee.

hen we find in the files of the Commission a written “Report on
attendance at meeting at the Office of Censorship on Thursday, Octo-
ber 29,3 p. m.” That report reads as follows:

This meeting was devoted to a discussion of what action should be taken in
the case of Mr. Lido Belli, time broker on Station WBNX, New York City.

The Office of War Information presented evidence of Belll’s activities to Mr.
Ryan and Mr. Richards, of the Oflice of Censorship. The evidence consists
largely of an analysis by the Foreign Broadeast Intelligence Service and a
statement by Dr. Brunori. A telephone call was received from Mr, Alcors,
manager of Stution WBNX, and Alcorn alleged that Brunori had been convicted
on a criminal charge many years ago. Ryan felt that this fact, together with
the strong commercial rivalry that existed between Belli and Brunori, would
tend to dixcredit Brurori's evidence. He decided that the evidence was insufti-
cient and adjourned the meeting for a week or so, so that more conclusive evi-
dence could be produced.

The Commission wus represented by Dr. Truman and Mr. Spingarn, Neithef
participated to any great extent in the proceedings, but in response to their
questions it was found that the Alien Enemy Control Unit of the Department of
Justice had annexed as a condition to Belli's parole, a prohibition against all
participation in radio activities or the pursuit of his old busiuness of radio time
broker.

There follows on the same paée a “Report. on Telephone Conversa-
tion with Ed Ennis, Friday, October 30,” which is in these words:

After the record conversation with Ed Ennis I found that he agreed with
Office of War Information that Belll should be kept off the air. He says
however, that he does not have time to Investigate the case himself and
regards himself merely as a jallor rather than as the judge, and will act upon
a recommendation of any competent agency which states that Belli would do
more harm than good on the air. He sald that it may not be necessary for
the letter to state that Belll was definitely a Fascist. It may be enough to
state that there was a suspicion, and that he should, therefore, be kept off
the air.

Now, Mr. Belli, the last time I put questions to you I discussed
the fact that you signed a new agreement over at Ellis Island on
August 27, 1942. Now, after you came back from Ellis Island, what
did you do?

Mr. Beuur. Nothing; nothing at all.

Mr. Garey. Did you make any effort to find out why these nev
parole conditions had been insisted upon }

Mr. Berwr. I did so.

Mr. Garey. Whom did you seef

Mr. Berur. The people in the Department of Justice.

Mr. Garey. Whom did you see in the Department of Justice!

Mr. BeLut. Mr. Cooley. I tried to see Mr. Ennis, but they directed
me to Mr. Cooley. One time I saw Mr. Cooley and Mr. Tubridy.

Mr. Garey. Do you recall when you first went to the Department
of Justice?

Mr. Beuur. Not exactly. Before going to Washington I had to

o'to Ellis Island or call Mr. Diana to see if I could go. I didnt
ﬁnow what agency I should see. Finally I decided I should see the
Department of Justice.
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Mr. Garey. You couldn’t find out what had happened to you?

Mr. Bewur, No.

Mr. Garey. And you couldn’t find out what agency to go to to find
out what had happened to you?

Mr. Berur, That is right.
. Mr. Garey. No agency of the Government had told you of anything
improper vou had (ﬁme?

Mr. Beuur. No, sir.

Mr. Garey. So you went to see Mr. Diana at Ellis Island?

Mr. Beuwr, Yes,

Mr. Garey. What did he say?

Mr. Berix, He said he had orders from Philadelphia, and he didn’t
know what department was behind it.

Mr. Garey. How many times did you see Mr. Diana

Mr. Beris. Two or three times.

Mr. Gagey. Who else did you see?

Mr. Berir. Mr. Cooley in Washington, about six or seven times.

Mr. Garey. And did you see Mr. Ennis?

Mr. Beuur. Noj; I never could see him.

Mr. Garey. What did Mr. Cooley say to you?

Mr. Beus, Mr. Cooley didn’t say very much. He answered “yes”
or “no”; he couldn’t do much about it.

Mr. Garey. Did you find out from him who had made any charges
against you ?

Mr. Berir. He said he couldn’t say.

Mr. Garer. When you couldn’t get this information from Mr.

Cooley. what did you do?

Mr. Beuir. Then I went to my friend Mr. Marcantonio.

Mr. Garey. Where did vou see Mr. Marcantonio?

Mr. Bewir. In his office in Washington.

Mr. Garey. Did Mr. Marcantonio do anything for you?

Mr. Ber. Yes. He was the man that opened my case again.

Mr. Garey. When did you first go to see Congressman Marcantonio?

Mr. Bewwx, T think it was around September or October 1942.

Mr. Garer. And whom did he get in touch with? Did he get in
touch with somebody at the F. C. C.?

Mr. Berrr. T zuess he spoke to Mr. Nathan David quite a few times.

Mr. Garey. Then what happened ?

Mr. Beir, Well, he told Mr. Marcantonio that my case was at that
time under investigation by the F. C. C., that they were tracing back
my record to see what they would do about me,

Mr. Garey. That was some time in September ?

_Mr. Beux. From September on. I went to Washington 8 or 9
times and was there about 30 days altogether. .

Mr. Garey. You spent 30 days in Washington trying to find out
why these conditions were imposed upon you preventing you from
taking care of vour business?

Mr. Bersa, Yes.

Mr. Garer. And at that time you were unable to take care of yoﬁr
business ?

Mr. Bewwr, Yes,

Mr. Garey. By the way, Mr. Belli, T think you told the committee
staff that the cost to you of being kept out of your business was

)
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Mr. Beru1. It was more than that for 11 months.

Mr. Garey. It was a cost of more than $90,000 to you for a period
of 11 months?

Mr. BeLir Yes; that is right.

Mr. Gagey. It might be appropriate to put in the record here a
letter dated- November 16, 1942, Mr. Chairman, addresseed to Mr.
E. J. Ennis, Director, Enemy Alien Control, Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C., by Lee Falk, Acting Chief, Foreign Language
Division, Office of War Information.. It reads:

DEArR MR. ExnNis: In the field of domestic foreign language radio personnel,
the Office of War Information recognizes the Office of Censorsiip as the pricipal
regulatory authority.

However, in reference to the final report on Lido Belli (Relli Rizzieri) dated
November 11, 1942, and submitted to the Department of Justice by Mr. J. H.
Ryan, Assistant Director of Censorship, we feel that some pertinent comments
are in order.

On page 2, a report of the Dr. Brunori-Lido Belli controversy ignores com-
pletely the Brunori side of the argument. The fact that Brunori was convicted
of extortion in 1913 might prejudice his testimony in a court of law. How-
ever, 19 years later, October 1942, an afidavit by Brunori on a matter like this
might be given some professional, if not judicial, consideration,

This is a new kind of consideration, Mr. Chairman, that I have
never heard of before, and I am quite certain that in your long ex-
perience at the bar and on the bench you never heard of a “pro-
fessional, if not judicial, consideration” being given to the testi-
mony of a convicted extortionist. [Resuming reading:]

At the bottom of page 2, a Mr. Garofalis is mentioned as employed by Lido
Belli. This is Capt. Pietro Garofalo, a notorious admitted Fascist. The report
does not mention that this man worked for Belli for about 4 years. The report
does state that Belli finally fired him at the request of Mr. Alcorn, the station
manager. The Office of Censorship evidently considers this fact insignificant”

Did Garofalo work for you for 4 years?
Mr. BerLr. Never; not even for a day.
Mr. GAReY. (resuming reading):

The following sentence at the bottom of page 2 is completely confusing: “Mr.
Garofalis (Garofalo) made charges that Lido Belli was a Fascist.” I don't
konw where this evidence originated, but from Garofalo's activities (as man-
ager of Cine Roma, etc.), it would seem that if he called anybody a Fascist he
would intend it as a compliment.

On page 3, the paragraph numbered 4 deals with the Mazzini Society which
made the charge that Lido Belli is a Fascist. The report states: “Informants
with whomn our investigators talked, however, regard the organization poorly,
and felt that it included to a certain extent, people of a questionable character.”

In June 1942 the Under Secretary of State, the Honorable Dean Acheson, ad-
dressed a meeting of the Society in Washington. On November 14, 1942, the
Assistant Secretary of State, the Ionorable A. A. Berle, addressed a meeting
of the Mazzini Society and the Italian-American Labor Council in New York
City, a meeting to which the Attorney General of the United States, the Hon-
orable Francis Biddle, has also sent a message. The Mazzini Society would
geem to be well regarded in some quarters. The society has cooperated whole-
heartedly with this office, with the War Production Board and other govers-
mental agencies, .

This paragraph continues: “We (the Oftice of Censorship) have obtalned et
dence that the Mazzini Society has been trying to have the subject (Lido Beili)
become a member of their organization for the last 2 years, and that the subject
has steadfastly refused to do so, not for political reasons but for purely persoqal
reasons. If this is true, the charges made against the subject by the Maszint
Society might be inspired by these failures to Initiate him as a member.”

Enclosed is an affidavit from Albert Tarchiani, national secretary of the
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Mazzini Society, which categorically denies the statement that the Mazzini So-
clety has ever tried to enlist Belli as a member. The Office of Censorship has
obviously been misled by biased informants.

I felt that these facts should be brought hefore you. The disposition of this
case should be handled in whatever manner the Enemy Alien Control Division
of the Department of Justice sees fit.

Yours sincerely,
Leg FALK,
Acting Chief, Foreign Language Division.

Mr. Garer. We might take a recess here, Mr. Chairman, for 10
minutes.

The Cramman. All right. We will recess for 10 minutes.

(Short recess.)

The Criamyan. Proceed, Mr. Garey.

Mr. Gagey. Mr. Chairman, I neglected, in following the chronology
of dates, to read into the record a memorandum from Lee Falk to Alan

.Cranston on the subject of Lido Belli, dated July 23, 1942. And per-

haps the record should show that the memorandum which I am about
to read into the record now is found in the files of the Federal Commu-
nications Commissions. It reads:

Lido Belli is a time broker and purchases ahout 5 hours per day on WBNX,
New York City. He acts as his own program director, announcer, news com-
mentator, etc. He spent a week on Ellis Island following I’earl Harbor. He
boasted at that time that he would be released within a week. He was released
in about that length of time on parole, and was sponsored by W. C. Alcorn,
who is vice president and general manager of WBNX.

By the way, Mr. Belli, did you boast that you would be released
within a week at the time you were on Ellis Island ? )

Mr. Beisx. No; I didn’t really boast. People were telling me not
to do as T was domng, not eating and all that, because they said I had
2 long time to stay there. I said, “I don’t think I will stay long, be-
cause when they investigate me I will be released.” )

Mr. Garey. You were certain that no just ground existed for your
incarceration, and that if anybody looked into the matter you would

released ¢

Mr. Berr. That is right.

Mr. Garey (resuming reading) :

These Italian programs of Lido Belli's have been monitored and analyzed on
several occasions within the past few years. In December 1940, it was noted
that: “One very frequent and lengthy announcement refers to single perform-
ances at the Cine Roma.” (This theater is operated by Capt. Pietro Garofalo, a
rotorious Fascist, who was later fined and imprisoned for defrauding the Gov-
ernment of amusement taxes.) The persistently advertised films included news-
reels of the Rome Institution, L. U. C. E., a film production institute controlled
by the Italian ministry of press and propaganda.

Seventeen programs were analyzed in 1941 and 1942—two In March 1942, and
six in April 1942. Following are the conclusions from the analysis of these
programs: “It is apparent from this analysis that the newscasts of WBNX
leave a great deal to be desired. Generally they are subtly pro-Axis or passive
in character, The pro-Axis slant is effected chiefly by the insertion of items or
bhrases of questionable import, by the failure to exercise caution in handling
news from Axis sources, and by the selection and arrangement of topics. The
strongest pro-Axis aspect of the programs is a consistent anti-British line, dan-
Berous because it reinforces existing attitudes among the Italian-Americans
which are hostile to our ally. .

“War bond appeals, moreover, are brief, infrequent, and uninspired. Omissiong
of significant events are not numerous. but these are largely unfavorable to the

18 or to suspected elements in the United States. Particularly significant is
the fact that the station has not shown the improvement in handling news
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material which might have been expected to follow American entrance into the
war.

“A few significant omissions occur. No mention whatsoever is made of the
Postmaster Genearl's cancelation of the mailing privileges of Social Justice.
Even in a station serving a largely Catholic audience, this is a significant omis-
sion. Of less importance are the failure to mention the statements by Donald
Nelson that war production in the United Nations equals that of the Axis and
the omission of Secretary Stimson’s promise of an early Allied offensive. In the
foreign field the only significant event not reported is King George’s decoration
of the entire population of Malta, which suggests a tendeney to minimize Allied
strength in Italian theaters of the war.”

Analysis of the news items indicate “A strong antl-British bias on the part of
this transmitter.” * * * ¢“The obvious effect of these items is to minimize
British effectiveness and to emphasize the strength of the Axis defenses.”
* * = «Ap occasional item seems aimed directly to undermine the British-
American alliance.” * * * “Handling of American military activity in the
far eastern theater is generally satisfactory.” * * * “In some cases the
reports are so garbled as to maximize an Axis claim” * * * “Or to minimize
United States strength.”

“While these unfavorable items on the Far East may not be intrinsically sig-
nificant, viewed in the context of the audience they seem important. Among
Italo-Americans the war with Japan is comparatively popular, and a radio trans-
mitter would have no choice but to support that view. If, however, the an-
nouncer is hostile or passive toward the United Nations, it would be entirely
reasonable for him to try, by such means as the items cited, to minimize the
effectiveness of United Nations activity in the Far East as well as in the other
war theaters.”

“In treating a few other United Nations items WBNX emphasizes an un-
favorable, almost defentist, tone. Presenting the President's address to the
Latin American diplomats, the broadcast of April 15 says, “The American Nation
has learned today that it will take at least 3 years to defeat the Axis." There

is no emphasis in the rest of the report on the confident tone of the President’s
remarks.

And all this, believe it or not, Mr. Chairman, is contained not in
report on Station WBNX, but in a report on the activities of this

witness, without showing he had any connection whatsoever with
what they called criticisms. [Resuming reading:]

In the treatment of Axis news sources, “The material indicates a strong in-
clination to accept Axis claims at their face value.”

In comparing the percentages of favorable, unfavorable, and neutral news
items used on WBNX before and after Pearl Harbor, the analysis reaches this
conclusion: “It is reasonable to conclude that the mews treatment by WBNX
was more neutral during the period of American nonbelligerency than it was
414 months after Pearl Harbor. The fact that military events during the earlier
period were relatively favorable to the Axis gives this conclusion added
validity * * *.

“The evidence presented indicates at most a luke-warm support of the forelgn
policy of the United States and a passive attitude toward the fortunes of the
United Nations prior to Pearl Harbor.” * #* * ¢“Tha Jgter newscasts seem {0
represent less a vestigial isolationism than an increasing hostility to the cause
of the United States and its allies.”

“It is, of course, not clear why this trend has developed. Possibly the persons
responsible for these programs, if they were sympathetic with the Axis, proceeded
cautiously after Pearl Harbor for fear of losing their access to the radio, but, a8
the months passed without steps being taken against them, became increasingly
bold in taking a position hostile to the United Nations.”

It must be remembered that these Italian news broadeasts were all under the
direction of Lido Belll.

The above analyses were made by the Foreign Broadcasting Monitoring
Service of the Federal Communications Commission.

That Monitoring Service has been raised in stature and dignity, and is
now called the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service. The only
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way they could get inte]liﬁence in it, Mr. Chairman, was by incor-
porating it in the name. [Resuming reading:]

A. Dr. N. Brumori conducted an Italian program on nutrition on WBNX. On
March 10, 1842, he spoke on the commemoration of Giuseppe Mazzini, in which
be stressed the ideas of the United Nations and the “four freedoms.” Belli ob-
Jected to this program. Brunori said: “The Government in Washington repeats
to us every day that the difficult fight of today against race imperialism will be
crowned by a future peace, a peace of both the victors and the losers.” Belli
replied to this: “The Government in Washington today, yes; but what do you
know of the future? If there should be another form of government, your talks
today may be used against me. I was sent to Ellis Island for things said by
others on this station 10 years ago. I say that tomorrow, I might be called upon
to account for what you say today.”

Brunori said: “All right, then, whatever you say. I will not concern myself
with politics according to Washington. But, here on this station, don't we
urge people every day to buy bonds to fight the ‘Rising Sun’?”’

Belli: “That which is read is sent to us directly from Washington and we
must read {t.”

Brunori: “I understand, we of our own volition, cannot cooperate * * =,

Belll: “We can’t, in view of the possibility of a different government.” I
promised then that I would not speak of politics any longer.

. In June 1942, Lido Belli finally fired Dr. Brunori, who was a well-known anti-
ascist,

That is the end of that report.

Then we have had reference made this morning to the report of the
Office of Censorship, and in the files of the Federal Communications
Commission we find this letter dated November 12, 1942, addressed to
Mr. E. J. Ennis, Director, Enemy Alien Control, Department of
Justice, Washington, D. C.:

Case: Lido Belli (Rlzzleri Relli).

Desg Me. ENNIs: We have made an exhaustive survey of this case, supple-
menting material provided by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Office of
War Information, and the Federal Communications Commission with additional
evidence gathered through our own efforts, and we wish now to recommend

an immediate relief of the terms of parole which have been in force in the case
of Lido Belli since August 26, 1942.

The committee will remember that the Office of Censorship is the
only department of our Government charged with removing people
from the air, and here is the authoritative agency of Government, and
the only agency of Government who had any authority to speak on the
subject, now speaking. [Resuming reading:]

At the present time, it is our understanding that Mr. Belli’s parole conditions
Tequire that (1) he refrain from radio broadcasting in the United States and
(2) he refrain from conducting the affairs of his business, known as Lido Belli
Radlo Productions, Inc., in any form. Specifically, we submit that these condi-
tions of parole should be canceled and that he be restored his former privileges
and freedoms in such respects. Whether or not he is continued on a parole
status after restoration of such liberties is effected, is a matter to be determined
by you. of course, and not a province into which this Office wishes to venture.

We believe a review of our activity in studying the Lido Belli dossier might

helpful to you, and we believe further than justification for our recommenda-
tlons should be contained in your files on the case. Therefore, we are enclosing
herewith a summary of our actions in the matter.

1 wish to thank you for your patience and consideration in withholding action
until this time. We look forward to continuing help from your unit with the hope
that we can reciprocate it in some measure.

Cordially,
J. H. RYAN,
Assistant Director of Censorship.
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The document that is referred to is caPtioned “Final Report, Noven-
ber 11, 1942, Lido Belli, Relli Rizzieri.” It reads:

Lido Belli, which is the name assumed by Relli Rizzieri for professional pur-
poses, resides at 450 West One Hundred and Eighty-seveuth Street, New York
City, and is the operator of Lido Belli Radio Productions, Inc., a broadcasting
business. In the operation of this enterprise, the subject leases time from vari-
ous radio stations and sells it to commercial sponsors-on program and spot an-
nouncement basis. Prior to August 26, when he was required as a condition of
his parole as an alien to withdraw from all broadeasting activity, he leased
approximately 414 hours of time daily on radio station WBNX in New York
City, and comparable periods on other stations in New Haven, Boston, and
Jersey City. As of November 10 his business included about 2 hours daily on
WBXX alone,

The Office of Censorship has undertaken to review all data concerned with the
subject’s case in an endeavor to determine whether or not the subject should
be required to continue the present conditions of his parole, which deny him
an opportunity to broadeast on the air or in any other manner to engage in the
broadcasting business.

It has been charged that Lido Belli is a Fascist and, as such, is unfit to broad-
cast or engage in the broadcasting business during the present emergency. It
has heen our sole purpose to evaluate the validity of this specific charge.

Sifting through the various reports which have been made available to the
Office of Censorship by the Office of War Information, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and the Federal Communications Commission the following salient
factors were found to be the most preponderant evidence supporting the charge.

Now we get to what is the worst that could be said against this man.
[Resuming reading :]

In noting these items of evidence, we have attempted to give an informal
estimate of their value in our opinion, in some cases supporting this estimate
with additional evidence we have gathered through our own resources,

1. Broadeasts made by the subject during 1941 and 1942, 25 programs in all,
have been analyzed by the Foreign Broadeast Intelligence Service, a subsidiary
organization of the Federal Communications Commission. This analysis. we
feel, does not contain conclusive evidence that Lido Belli has been broadeasting
in a manner that is inimical to the war effort of the United Nations. In a meet-
ing held October 29 in the Office of Censorship, at which Mr. David Truman
of the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service, who was .responsible for the
aforementioned report was in attendance, we emphasized the nebulous naturé
of the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service report and the difficulty we had
encountered in finding anything in the report which would substantiate the
serious charge of fascism levied against the subject. Mr. Truman himself ad-
mitted that he had experienced some difficulty in making a case against Mr. Belli—

Just imagine that; that he had experienced some difficulty, Mr. Chair-
man, in making a case against Mr. Belli. [Resuming reading:]

becanse the general tone of his broadeast was most emphatically pro-Americas.
that he had only tnken exceptions to certain isolated phraseology which “tended
to indicate a neutral attitude.”

Our own Review Division in the Forelgn Language Section of the Office of
Censorship monitored 8 weeks of Lido Belli's broadeasts, and in reporting ut
covered no evidences of censorship violations. This report was supplemented
by the monitor’s comment that Mr. Belli did the best job of selling bonds and
making United Service Organizations appeals of all the Italian commentators to
whom she had listened.

In conclusion it was our judement that very strong positive evidence was nees
sary to substantiate the indefinite charges mentioned in the Foreign Broatcast
Intelligence Serviee analysis.

2. Dr. Nicola Brunori, a New York physician, at the request of Lido Belll
was given a period of time on the WBNX morning Italian program in which to
discuss the subject, Nutrition and the War. The proposed suhject matter was
definitely outlined in a letter written to Mr. Belli by Dr. Brunori before the
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series of programs opened. After the series had run for a period of weeks, Mr,
Belli began taking issue with Dr. Brunori wirh regard to:
A. That he, Brunori, was running over his alloted time in making his broad-

cast; and,
B. That he, Brunori, was discussing political subjects in a program which was

supposedly devoted to nutrition.

On a subsequent date Mr. Belli canceled Dr. Brunori's program for these two
reasons, according to his testimony, as well as that of Brunori himself. It was
some time after this that Dr. Brunori reported in a statement to the Office of
War Information that Mr. Belli had impeded his, Brunori’s, efforts to broadecast

“prodemocratic material.”
The CrairMaN. He was broadeasting on gratis time, wasn’t he ?
Mr. Garey. He certainly was, Mr. Chairman; time that this witness
was paying for. [Resuming reading:]
Dr. Brunori swore to the truth of his statements in an affidavit obtained in

October 1942,
That was the affidavit that was transmitted by Giuseppe Lupis to

Washington. [Resuming reading :]

In our investigation of the Brunori statement we learn that Dr. Nicola Brunori
had, in fact, departed from his original plan to discuss nuatritional subjects; and
had, in fact, brondcast material of a purely political nature. Further, we dis-
Covered that Dr. Nicola Brunori was prisener No. 62572, received at Sing Sing
Prison, July 7, 1913, from New York City Court of General Sessions, with a
Sentence of 3 years 6 months to 6 years 6 months for attempted extortion.
We felt this fact weighed heavily against the value of Dr. Brunori's testimony.

3. Atone time a Mr. Garofalis was employed on the Italian program conducted
by Lido Belli to make news broadcasts under the sponsorship of the De Nobili
Cigar Co. Mr. Garofalis, at the time he joined the WBNX staff, was to use
on his news program only those dispatches which came to the station over the
leased wires of International News Service. It was discovered after he had
broadeast for a short time that Mr. Garofalis disebeyed these instructions, get-
ting part of his material from United Press and Associated Press dispatches
appearing in New York newspapers. He was discharged by Mr. Belli at the
request of Mr. Alcorn. Subsequent to this, in letters and in conversition,
Mr. Garofalis made charges that Lido Belli was a Fascist.

Our investigation has shown that Mr, Garofalis is known to have been caught
In smuggling activities in Italy during the Ethiopian war, and is believed to

Ve fled that country.

The De Nobili Cigar Co.. which made representations in behalf of Mr. Garo-
falis at the time of his ditliculty with WBNX, is owned by Mark IE. De Nobili,
who, it might be mentioned in passing, was convicted 2 days ago of income-tax

evasion,
We felt that the charges made by Mr. Garofalis, and supported by Mr. De

Nobili, were somewhat open to question,
.4. It has been suid that the Mazzini Society, with offices at 1775 Broadway,
New York City, has made the charge that Lido Belli is a Fascist. Our in-
vestigation shows that this is an international Italian socicty made up, for a
great part, of refugees from Italy and extremely anti-Iascist politically. In-
formants with whom our iuvestigator talked, however, regarded the organiza-
tion poorly, and felt that it included, to a certain extent, people of a questionahle
character, many of whom quite high handed in their activities, especially since
Pear] Harbpor. !
That is an interesting finding, Mr. Chairman, in view of the various
references that have been made in these hearings to the Mazzini So-
ciety. [Resuming reading:]
It has been said that the certain members of the Mazzini Society consider Lido
lli a Fascist. We have obtained evidence that the Mazzini Society has been

trying to have the subject become a member of their organization for the
last 2 years, and that the subject has steadfastly refused to do so; not for
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political reasons but for purely personal reasons. If this is true, and all the
information at our hands supports it, there appears a possibility that the charges
made against the subject by the Mazzini Society might be inspired by these
failures to initiate him as a member,

The above recital includes the most significant charges made against Lido
Belli, and in each case it is our opinion that the counterevidence offsets any
strength the indictment might have. Dates and specific data regarding these
subjects can be found in our files or in the files of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

On October 29 we invited to the Office of Censorship, Mr. Allen Cranston, and
Mr. Lee Falk of the Office of War Information, upon whose specitic recom-
mendations the conditions of parole in question were enforced by the Enemy
Alien Control Unit. Present also were Mr. Truman, mentioned above Mr. Sping-
arn of the Federal Communications Commission, Mr. Bronson, and Mr. Richards.
At that time we told Mr. Cranston that our information to date did not support
the chirge made against Lido Belli, and that we would need additional evidence
were we to cousider any other course in recommmending release of parole con-
ditions. Mr. Cranston said that he could obtain and would obtain affidavits
from leading Italo-Americans in New York supporting the charges of fascism
against Lido Belli, and Mr. Springarm of the Federal Communications Com-
mission said that his oftice would undertake an immediate supplemental in-
vestigation, Mr. Spingarn called 2 days later to say that this investigation
would take at least 3 weeks and possibly longer, and we felt that this was too
long to delay a matter which should be cleared up.

For that reason we retained a private ageney to undertake the investigation
immediately. This report is now in our hands and available for examination
We have not received the affidavits mentioned by Mr. Cranston, and presuie he
will forward these directly to the Enemy Alien Control Unit when he obtains
them.

Subsequent to our review of all information and our additional efforts in
monitoring Lido Belli broadcasts, and investigating his background, we had 8
meeting with the subject in New York City on November 10 at the Waldort-
Astoria Hotel. Present also were Mr. Alcorn, manager of WBNX, and the
parolee’s sponsor, Mr. Edward Fenton of Edward Fenton and Associates of the
Chrysler Building in New York. (Mr. Fenton is a friend of Belli, a husband
of Marie Bambarelli, the Metropolitan singer, and has mude frequent repre-
sentations in Belli's behalf. He places business on Belli's program for the
Gambarelli Wine Co.)

At this meeting we read to Mr. Belll the specific charges that were made
against him and he denied them categorically. He has been classified 1-A and
his draft board in New York, we are informed by Mr. Alcorn and Mr. Fenton,
is awaiting disposition of his case insofar as his parole is concerned before taking
any action. Mr. Fenton said Mr. Belli would seek a 60-day deferment in order
to wind up his business affairs in view of the fact that he has not been able
to conduct his business during the last 2 months, in the event he is made available
to the draft.

In summary, it is our conclusion that the case against Lido Belli is not sup-
ported by sufficient evidence to warrant the extreme conditions of his parole. We
feel that failing the presentation of new evidence, these couditions should be
canceled at the earliest possible moment.

And that is signed by J. H. Ryan, Assistant Director of Censorship.
The CHaRMAN. Mr. Garey, how do you explain the difference o
attitudes as between the Office of Censorship and the O. W. L. and the
F. C. C. as regards these people who are broadeasting over these various
foreign language broadeasting stations in the city of New York?
Mr. Garey. The Office of Censorship was properly discharging its
duties, with a fair regard for the manner in which an office of Govern-
ment should be conducted and the powers of Government exercise
and they were actin% within the scsope of the authority conferred on
them by law. The Office of War InEwmation and the Federal Com-
nunications Commission were not. They were engaged in unlawf
ctivities in the execution and pursuit of a common conspiracy. There
-as a little group in each of those agencies who desired to engage It
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private warfare against people who, without any evidence, their sus-
picions were turned against, and they wanted to destroy them. They
v}vlere unlawfully using the powers of Government conferred upon
them.

The CHaAmMAN. T have thus far found in the testimony no differ-
ences of opinion as between the agents of these two agencies of the
Government when a poor fellow was marked for slaughter.

Mr. Garey. On December 1, 1942, Seymour Krieger, who was chief
of the field section of the War Problems Division, received a report
from Alan M. Fenner, field attorney of the F. C. C. in New York City,
in which, among other things, Mr. Fenner wrote Washington: .

At 2 o’clock, Mr. Manfred, radio announcer on WBNX, was at my office, and
be continued telling me about the personnel on WBNX, which he had started
Friday last.

Manfredi was one of the informers of the Commission as to whom
I had difficulty getting information from Mr. Guest, who didn’t like
the fact I characterized Mr. Manfredi’s relation to the Commission
as that of an informer.

The committee will bear in mind that what is being put in the rec-
ord this morning consists of documents from the files of the Federal
Communications Commission.

The next is a memorandum dated December 16, 1942, from Alan M.
Fenner, field attorney for the F. C. C., New York City, to Marcus
Cohn, Chief, Field g;ction, War Problems Division, on the subject

“Lido Belli Parole Violation.” That report reads:

In accordance with the request made by Mr. Spingarn, over the telephone, that
We try to obtain counteracting evidence on Lido Belli’'s proposed parole lifting,
I am enclosing notes on’ the interview I arranged with Mr. James Crapanzano.
He i3 the gentleman I have referred to in previous letters as having reported
that he had transactions with Lido Belli concerning radio announcements in the

fall of 1942.
In that same file we find Notes on Interview with Dexter Halle,
announcer and producer on Station WBNX, held December 17, 1942,

from 2 to 5 p. m.”
And note who were present: “Dexter Halle, Mr. Lupis (I1 Mondo),

Dr. Brunori (formerly had program on WBNX), Charles Hubert,

Alan M. Fenner.”
_The last two. of course, are attorneys for the Federal Communica-

tions Commission; but present at the time these two Government
agents were examining Mr. Dexter Halle were Mr. Lupis and Dr.

Brunori.
The subject is “Re: Personnel on Station WBNX.” The report

proceeds in these words:

Mr. Halle is an announcer and producer on Station WBNX, on a salary basis,
employed there for the past 7 years.

He states that Lido Belli has been at the station for the last 7 years. Prior
to Belli’s present monopoly of the Italian hour, he was announcer for Ben J.
Davella, who had a pharmacy in Newark, N. J. Through Belli's maneuvering,
Davella's contract with the station was abrogated on the ground that Davella's
salesmen were wncerseiling the station, contrary to their contract. Since Davella
has been out, Belli has had a monopoly of the Italian hour.

Belli has a yearly contract with the station. The contractual terms are on
4 page headed “Remarks.” He has a signed contract for so manly hours and
I8 allowed to sell to anyone so long as he does not sell time lower than the station
rate. Belli can put anyone on without asking the station. Up to 1939, no record
was kept by Belli of his sponsors, only participating sponsors’ log was kept.
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Thereafter, the management issued a letter requesting the listing of sponsors.
This occurred after an inspector (r. 1,) came around.

Only Belli's and the announcer’s name, appeared on the logs. Ng one could
tell from the log who the sponsors were. )

Fingerprinting of the personnel of the radio station commenced in the early
part of 1942. Prior to that, no investigation or questioning was done of the
personnel, Station WBNX is on the third floor and Belli has his present offices
on the fourth floor where he moved about 3 years ago. Prior to that time he bad
desk space in the studio, where he did his own announcing.

Complaints: All mail is opened by Alcorn (Alcorn has correspondence flie
of the complaints) and any card with reference to complaints on the Italian
hour was turned over to Belli, who tore them up. No complaints went to the
production manager, Ervin, unless they were so addressed. Halle does all
the work for the production manager, Krvin, and the program manager.

Last year was the best that Belli had.

Since August 27, 1942, when Belli's parole went into effect, Belli has come
two or three times at least each week to the studio to confer with Mr. Alcorn
and Mr. Moore in Mr. Alcorn’s room in the studio. (See John Biscardi, office
boy for Belli. Lupis will bring him down.)

This sinister figure appears all through the investigation your
staff has been making, Mr. Chairman.

The CramraaN. Mr. Garey, will you be able to reach, before the
day is over, the witness who 1s engaged to censor the Biblical story of
the birth and life of the Prince of Peace before it can be told over
the radio to the children of America?

Mr. Garey. No, Mr. Chairman; we will not be able to reach him,
although he will make his appearance in the testimony of today.

On December 10, 1942, we find in the files of the Commission a
daily report from Alan M. Fenner, field attorney in New York, to
Marcus Cohn, Chief of the War Problems Division, and the portion
of it which is of interest to this particular phase of our investigation
I will read into this record:

Cupelli—

Cupelli is the assistant editor of Il Mondo, owned by Giuseppe
Lupis. [Resuming reading:]

Cupelli has left with me also the June, August, and November issues of II
Mondo. In the August 1942 issue, on puge 9, there appears the following:

wx ® * The record of the Italian Barbers’ Benevolent Society during the
decade 103040 shows the following: * * %

3. Sponsored and attended the Faseist rally at Madison Square Garden called
by Consul General Gaetano Vecchiotti to celebrate the conquest of Ethiopia.
on June 13, 1936 its social events in 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, were marked
by the singing of Fascist sougs and by the presence of the Fascist consular
authorities in New York and of high ranking Fuscist propagandists as Generoso
PPape, Domenico Trombetta, Pietro Iupino Carbonelli, Giuseppe Pressolini, Lide
Belli of Station WBNX, ete.”

The name Lido Belli is underscored, and the report shows “under-
scoring mine.” [Resuming reading:]

Also states that a Fascist rally of November 23, 1929, “attended by an imposing
array of ringleaders, such as Consul General Vecchiotti, Genoroso Pope * * *
Lido Belli, of WBNX, Fascist time broker.”

There, again, Lido Belli is underscored, with the explanation
“underscoring mine.” [Resuming reading:] '

Cupelli also brought the Fifth Column Is Here, a booklet written by Georee
Britt, published by Wilfred Funk, Inc., in 1940, which deals with the various
fascistic organizations formed after the banning of the Fascistic League of

North America. The pertinent material Is on pages 68 to 75. On page 72 ther¢
is some reference to radio and the source quoted is Il Mondo. It may not be

Coow
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inadvisable for the foreign-language section to turn to those pages for background
and direct material. It is on the saine lines as the survey, consisting of 25 pages,
on the Faseist fifth column in New York, made by Mr. Cupelli, copy of which
is now in the foreign-language file in Washington. The original was brought
by Mr. David recently from this office to Washington for typing, aud copies were
made for the files. .

Mr. Cupelli has been very helpful to the New York office and drops in occa-
sionally to call my attention to various factors in the Italian field. He is, in my
opinjon, the one person who knows more about auti-Faseist activities in the
Italian fleld than anyone else that I have run acruss so far. It is regrettable
that he has been ousted as station monitor from WOV. A reading of his memo-
randa to the station manager perhaps shows the reason why. "The sales manager
at that station, a Mr. Nardella, as 1 have stated in one of my earlier reports, is
retrenching himself at the station since Mr. Hutton, the manager, has left, and
Nardeila is bringing back some of the old crowd. -

The question of hiring or having Mr. Cupelli to do some research work for the
Commission on a part-time basis should be seriously considered by the Wash-
ington office.

And you will recall that it was denied under oath from the witness
stand in these hearings that the employment of Giuseppe Lupis to do
work the Commission was to compensate him for services which he
rendered as an informer. You will recall that the testimony shows
that a contract was made to employ Mr. Lupis, and that the person
who rendered the service for which he was employed was Mr. Cupelli.
Here you have the evidence as to the reason and purpose for which
Lupis was hired as a translator. [Resuming reading:]

Regarding WBNX, it seems that some of the bad actors, such as George Brun-
Der and Else Troja, are endeavoring to get back ou the station.  As a matter of
fact, Arthur Manfred, German announcer on United Diathermy's program over

'BNX, phoned me just now to advise me that Else Troja will be on again within
2 week. She has had in the past strong pro-Nazi associutes and has been tied up
with Brunner, Octtgen, and Foerster. The interview that I had with Mr. Man-
fred 2 days ago, notes on which you will receive in a day or two, will show some
of her background and affiliations.

1 am advised by Mr. Conrad Woelfel, of the German-American Congress for

mocracy (see memorandum enclosed) that Brunner has been to see him to
request help in regaining his former position at WBNX. Brunner has also gone
to Mr. Goldstein, now publicity manager of WMCA, formerly publicity manager
of WBNX, to obtain his intercession for reinstatement on WBNX. It should
be horue in mind that Brunner was removed from the station on June 27, 1959,
We do not know hew many other persons he may have tried to huve youch and
intercede for him. '

Concerning Homer Chaillanx—

By the way, he is head of the American Legion committee formed to.
fight communism—

Concerning Homer Chaillaugx, 1 had a telephone call yesterday from Miss
Waring of the Nonsectarian Anti-Nazi League who said that volume I of the
Dies committee hearings, dated August 12-18, 1938, contains for August 17, testi-
mony of Mr. Chaillaux before the Dies committee. The testimony gives a list
of organizations with which he is or was connected. I presumie you are already
aware of this source.

There is a strange community of interest that constantly runs be-
tWeen the different names that occur with consistent frequency in all
thesg matters, Mr. Chairman. Whether the Anti-Nazi Leagune or the

nti-Defamation League or Short Wave Research or Nathan David or

{arcus Cohn, you will find the same thing running all the way through.

One thing worthy of comment, in the learned analysis of the broad-
casts on Station WBNX made by F. B. 1. S., one of the programs
i‘h_ﬂl‘{icterized as being pro-Nazi in that analysis was the program of
this informer Manfred.

90530—43—pt, 1———58
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The next matter I want to direct your attention to, Mr. Chairman,
is a memorandum dated December 23, 1942. You will recall there is
in evidence here a copy of a contract made on December 23, 1942, be-
tween Miss Frances Keene, of New York, and the Federal Communi-
cations Commission.

That contract, as I have said, is dated December 23, 1942. In the
files of the Commission we find that, in violation of law, Miss Keene
actually went to work on December 21, 1942, and was paid for services
and expenses from that date, 2 days before the contract was signed.

Before I read certain memoranda connected with Miss Keene's
activities in connection with her contract, it might be well to read
into the record briefly some of the things she claimed she did.

In the files of the Commission appear certain vouchers for per
diem and for reimbursement of expenses incident to official travel.

One voucher shows that on December 21, 1942, Miss Keene was
on duty in Washington reviewing files and consultation.

On December 22, 1942, she was engaged in doing the same work.

Now, we might turn to what she was doing, so that the committee
will know, because we find that she was very busy.

On December 23, 1942, she made two memoranda to Mrs. Shea.
The first one is dated December 23, 1942, the date of her contract.
It is to Mrs. Shea from Frances Keene; subject, Personal Usefulness
in Legal Division. And this is the way it reads:

After readirg over your files for the past 2 or 3 days, I find that the various
stations broadcasting in the ltalian language are, according to my criteria, well
represented, and the initial discussion of their tendencies and personnel seems
much fuller than our conversations (yours and mine) had led me to expect.
All I can add, as you know, is comments both of a generic and a specific char-
acter derived from the personnel of the various stations, and the free-lance
radio “artists” working in the Italian-language field. A full’statement as to
my general utility to this section would consist, then, largely in an enumeration
of the Italians with whom I have either professional or personal contacts. As
1 have indicated to you in the past, I am on “speaking terms” with nearly
every Italian station-staff employee at WOV, WHOM, and WEVD. The station
at WBNX is different, as we are both aware. There, the only person with
whom I am acquainted, aside from artists hired on a free-lance basis and in
no way responsible for the policy of the station, is Lido Belli himself. Mr
Relli first:came to me shortly after his release from custody at Ellis Island.
He asked that I examine the documents he had brought with him: “proofs” of
his undoubted prodemocratic views, These consisted in letters of commends-
tion from varions New York political figures, including Edward Corsi and
Poletti commending him for his success in a scrap collection drive, his par
ticipation in the advertisement and sale of War honds, his cooperation in raising
money for the Red Cross. All this your office is acquainted with. From Belli
himself I may be able to obtain some further light as I intend to sef him
tomorrow in New York and, if possible, to druw him out. I am attaching 10
this a more specific review of the Belli files.

That is signed Frances Keene. ]
Memorandum No. 2 is likewise dated December 23, 1942, Tt is to
Mrs. Shea from Frances Keene; subject, Lido Belli Case, It reads:

The following material will be sent’to me in your office or direct to you:

1. Duccio Tabet’s unsigned memorandum (prepared for PM) on the present
nature of Fascist radio activity. This is the material we discussed (yourself,
Mr. Neuner, and I) on December 22 and decided it would be a good source for
section II in your outline.

2. Sworn statement from Paolo Milano to the fact that T.ido Belli, as head of
the Italiap radio for WBNX, was unwiiling in December of last year and evd

[
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later to cooperate in giving public-service time to prodemocratic programs (Maz-
zin} Society and others).

Blv]' the way, all these “prodemocratic programs” wanted free time.
This man was to buy time and give it to them. [Resuming reading:]

Only after Mr. Lee Falk, now of the Office of War Information, personally
intervened, would WBNX agree to use the same type of material from the same
source,

You see, Mr. Chairman, the common scheme all the way through. It
doesn’t make any difference what station you are discussing or what
person, you find the same scheme. [Resuming reading:]

3. Material, if any, from Il Progresso on Belli's collection of money and rings
for the Ethiopian campalgn. Quotation from the same paper as to Belli's pres-
ence at the meeting of the Italian Benevolent Barbers Society, mentioned on
Page 3 of the second section of Mr. Neumer's memorandum.

4. Additional material from Salvemini (or his assistant, Tagliacozzo) on
Lido Belli's past broadcasts in Boston and in New York.

5. Statement on the nature of Dr. Brunori's conviction, to be sent from Pavia,
lawyer for the Mazzini Society. )

8. Copies of Mr. Tarchiani’s statement for the Office of Censorship, about Lido
Belli's relations with the Mazzinl Society.

You bave now from Mr. Neuner biographical notes cn Trombetta, Prezzolini,
Ansaldi, di Giura, and in the files soine material on Manfredi, Garofalo, and
Oettgen. Unfortunately, Mr. Neuner learned from his research this morning
that Dr. Ansaldi would make a poor witness in the case as he himself has been
an avowed Fascist in the past.

Working from the original memorandum we Qiscussed yesterday and from this
additicnal material (provided it is all forthcoming, and I shall continue tomor-
row in New York to check up on its speedy transmission to you), it would be
useful to stress the context of Fascist activities which is implicit in Lido Belli's
Presence on the air. Personalities are easily established in radio, and Bolli
has had about 10 years of active broadcasting as well as his more recent work
88 a time broker. All Italian listeners recognize his programs in the New York
area and his radio bias is familiar to them. “The radio is the most effective
of all forms of propaganda (with the Italians) since, besides hammering Fascist
misinformation into the heads of housewives all day long, it alsn reaches those
W_ho do not know how to read.” (Salvemini booklet, p. 9). It is, therefore,
vital that marked nondemocratic (i. e., “neutrals”) personalities as well as
Openly antidemocratic (admitted Fascists) be kept from influencing public morale
in wartime. 1 believe the strongest thing that can be said against Belli is that
10 activity of his since Pearl Harbor can possibly expugn the impression his
previous years of relentless Fascist interpretation of the news will have left in
the minds of his listeners.

Note.—I hope that if the material listed above is not forthcoming as rapidly
28 you wish, you will reach me at Shortwave Research and tell me what is
lissing. I am keeping a copy of this list to facilitate your acknowledging the
material by number when it arrives.

That is signed Frances Keene.

On January 17, 1943, Mr. Guest wrote to Mareus Cohn in Washing-
ton on the subject of Lido Belli, and this is what he said:

There are enclosed some additional loose ends bearing on the Lido Belli report,

And they were aptly described. They are certainly “loose ends.”
(Resuming reading :]

(1) A report made by Rocco D. Mandacl to Frances Keene, pursuant to her
Tequest that he conduct a “Gallup poll” among the Italian-speaking community,

€ report is not particularly significant and does mot appear to be very ex-
haustive, Migg Keene had prepared a set of questions to ask persons belng inter-
3*:_;8;1. but the attached report does not indicate that Mandaci was able to get

ar.

(2) Correspondence from the files of WBNX. indicating to a certain extent, at

least, lack of statlon control over the Itallan hour.
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(3) Amended notes on interview with Alcorn, Ervin, Moore, and Johnson
at WBNX.

At the time the Belli report was forwarded to you, we sent only one copy of
the original notes of the interview. The attached notes have been revised and
they have been put in order, according to subject matter discussed.

Four copies of all the foregoiug are enclosed.

That is signed “J. Alfred Guest.”
We might adjourn here for lunch, Mr. Chairman.
The CHairmaN. All right. We will recess for 1 hour.
(Thereupon, at 1 p. m., a recess was taken until 2 p. m.)

AFTERNOON SESSION

The CHAIRMAN. Are you ready, Mr. Garey ?
Mr. GAreY. Yes.
Mr. Belli, will you take the stand ?

TESTIMONY OF LIDO BELLI (RIZIERI RELLI)-—Resumed

Mr. Garey. Mr. Chairman, in the files of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission appears a- memorandum from Alan M. Fenner, field
attorney, New York City, to Marcus Cohn, Chief, Field Section, War
Problems Division. The subject is Daily Report. I read this por-
tion of that report into the record:

I confirm the telephone conversation had with Spingarn on Friday last, wherein
he advised me that the Justice Department had requested our Commission's
views on the lifting of the parole in the Belli matter. On his suggestion we
are concentrating especially on Belli at this moment and any information that we
are able to gather we will forward immediately to you. An appointment has
been made with Dr. Ansaldi to see Mr. Crapanzano who, it is alleged, transacted
business with Mr. Belli's office, in violation of the parole. This appointment is
for Wednesday, 5 p. m. In the meantime we are checking thoroughly on all
data in the United States Attorney General’s Oflice, southern district, and at
Ellis Island on the Belli matter. On this, you will be advised in a day or two.

I am herewith enclosing interview with Mr. Arthur Manfred on the German
persounel of Station WBNX. T realize more thun you the gossipy nature of
the report and the further fact that it does not contain much direct evidence. I
am passing it on to you for what it is worth.

Opposite that paragraph which deals with transmitting to Cohn the
Arthur Manfred interview appears in pencil the notation, “Sent to
Shea—12/17/42.” i .

And then we find in the files dated December 30, 1942, from Mr.
Guest to Mr. Cohn: subject, Foreign Language Broadeast Station
WBNX:

Pursnant to telephone conversation I had with Mr. David and Mrs. Shea o
Wednesday, December 24, 1942, at 3 o'clock, our Investigation of personnel and
operations of WBNX has been temporarily suspended pending completion of the
suggested interview with Lido Belli at his otfice, 260 East One Hundred and
Sixty-first Street, Bronx, N. Y.

‘An interview was conducted and is pending, on Deccmber 28, 29, and 30, Mis
Pressler being present on the 28th and 20th to record the entire proceedings.
Although it was suggested that we proceed to Mr. Belli's office on the afternodn
of December 24, for reasons of strategy the interview was postponed until Mov-
day. December 28, pending a_proposed interview over the week end with John
Biscardi, Belli’s office boy. We were not able to arrange a meeting with the
boy until last night, December 29, and although full report will follow oi this
interview, suffice to say that no information was elicited tending to reful‘e
Belli's explanation on the specific points which we outlined: (1) Belli's prev
ence at the Commodore on November 43, 1939, as master of ceremonies at tht:
function of the Italinn Benevolent Barbers' Society; (2) Belli’s attitude, neutra
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or otherwise, on the air; (3) his employment of Herbert Oettgen on the wine
program of Gambarelli & Davitto; (4) the allcged campaign for the collection
o of gold wedding rings during 1936; (5)—
By the way, Mr. Belli, did you ever engage in a campaign for the
collection of gold wedding rings during 19361

r. Beuur. Never. )

Mr. Garey. Or at any other time?

Mr. BeLir, Never.

Mr. Garey (resuming reading) :

(5) letter of clearance from the Office of Censorship; (6) the alleged employment
by Belli of Garafolo.

As of this date, the notes on the interview with Belli have not been transcribed,
but Mr. Fenner and Mr. Hubert state that Mr. Belli categorically denied each of
the specific pointg taken up with him, and it was obvious that Mr. Belli had been
prepared and well coached on these exact points concerning which he was
specifically interrogated. For example, Mr. Belli denies ever having been present
at the aforementioned function of the Italian Benevolent Barbers' Society, or of
having ever received a certificate of merit from the Italian Consul General
d Vecchiotti—

By the way, Mr. Belli, how do you now pronounce that name?
Mr. Berr, Vech-e-otti.
Mr. Garey. Vechiotti?
Mr. Bernr, Yes.
Mr. Garey (resuming reading) :
this notwithstanding the article contained in La Perola, December 19, 1942,
issue, specifically stating:
“As to the Fascist role of Lido Belli there cannot be the slightest doubt. He
has acted as master of ceremonies at the Star Night of the Italian Benevolent
Barbers’ Society, which took place on the evening of November 23, 1939, at the
Commodore Hotel in New York, attended by high Fascist dignitaries such as
- Consul General Gaetana Vecchiotti; Domenico Trombetta and Capt. Pietro
“r Garofalo, both of whom are now interned; Prof. Giuseppe Prezzolinio of Casa
Italiana at Columbia University; and many others. Consul General Vecchiotti
and publisher Generoso Pope were greeted with the Fascist anthem, Giovinezza,
according to Il Progresso Italo-Americano of November 24, 1939.”
And we find that the mere fact that La Parola publishes an article is
sufficient to have that regarded as truthful and the statement of the
~ Witness ignored.

i Now that you are under oath, Mr. Belli, let me ask you: Did you at-

.~ tend a meeting of the Italian Benevolent Barbers’ Society held at the
Commodore Hotel in New York on November 23, 1939 ¢

e Mr. Beuiz. No.

o Mr. Garey. Did you act as master of ceremonies at that affair?

Mr. Berwr, No; X didn’t attend at all. )

Mr. Garer. You weren’t there in a private capacity ?

Mr. Brur. No.

- Mr. Garey. Or in an official capacity?

i Mr. Berwr. No.

E Mr. Garey (resuming reading) :

e The issue of Il Progresso, dated November 24, 1039, the date following the

- barbers’ function, listed the honored guests and those present. Among the names
: listed was that of Lido Belli.

o And that is what the Federal Communications Commission calls get-
-+ ting evidence, Mr. Chairman. [Resuming reading:]

In view of the denial of his presence, we got in touch with Mr. Amarouso, a

Teporter for I} Progresso, who, we were informed, usually reported all large social
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functions. Mr. Aronow saw Amarouso last night in order to get a statement .
from him as to whether or not Lido Belli was present and also to examine the .;;“
copy of Il Progresso referring to the names of the persons present. Immediately
preceding the name of Lido Belli in the article was the name of Amarouso, and v
Mr. Amarouso himself denied that he had been present at the function. He ex-

plained that since one of the primary objectives of the publications was to pro- =¥
mote circulation, it was good business to list as many names as possible of persons L
invited, and he stated it was customary to secure in advance from the society the .}

names of all persons who had been invited and that the mere apperance of those vy
names in the paper after the day of the event did not necessarily indicate that -
all persons listed were present. He cited his own instance as an example and Rt
insisted again that he, although listed, did not attend the function. '
Feeling the necessity—

And note those words, Mr. Chairman—

Feeling the necessity for finding even a single person who was present at the 1
function and who would state whether or not he saw Belli, we proceeded to
arrange an appointment with Professor Prezzolini, former director of Casa
Italiana, who, it was stated in La Perola, had also been present. Reslising the 'n
delicate nature of an interview with Pressolini, we simply quizzed him on the .
particular meeting in question, and he denied any knowledge of the specific meet- - |
ing. He stated that at any of the functions of the barbers' society which he
may have attended, he never stayed longer than 15 minutes. He also stated that “y
the listing of his presence or of others in a publication by no means indicated - .
that such persons had attended the meeting, and gave the same explanation a8
Mr. Amarouso. Professor Prezzolini is obviously a well-educated and able gentle-
man, but I am fuclined to believe that he has a conveniently short memory. At
the present time he is still teaching at Columbia in the Italian depariment where,
I understand. he is struggling along with one or two graduate students and a few
candidates for I’h. D.s.

We still have a few contacts with persons associated with the barbers' society,
and we intend to exhaust them until we have found someone who was present
at the meeting in question,

This report is written to keep you informed of our investigation of Lido Belll
and, as previously indicated, a full report will go forward at the end of the week.

Although convinced that Mr. Belli was not actually present at this
meeting they were still under the necessity of getting somethingin ™
the record to that effect. .

Mr. Garey. They were going to put him at that meeting if they
could find anybody who would say he was; whether he was there or
not doesn’t make any difference. What they were looking for was
someone who would say he was there.

Now, here is another memorandum that I want to direct to the
committee’s attention. It is dated December 29, 1942, and it is ad-
dressed to Miss Keene. It is signed by Tabet, Duccio Tabet, the
eensor at Station WOV, of whom the committee will learn more this
week.

He writes Miss Keene in this manner:

Deagr'M1ss KkENE: Here are the facts:

1. November 24, 1939: Lido Belli was “ospite d’onore” at the great dance of the
Associazione Itallana Barbieri. Others “ospiti d’onore” were the Fascist consul
and Gene Pope.

“Qspiti d’onore,” I take it, means guests of honor, does it not!

Mr. BeLL1. Yes.

Mr. GARey (resuming reading):
2. December 7, 1939: Lido Belli was “ospite d'onore” at the Mostra del Prodotto
Artigiano Italiano held at the Circolo Morgantini under the “alto patronato” of

the Fascist consul and Gene Pope on behalf of “Opere Assistenzlali” and Cirel?
Morgantini School.
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_ It is quite obvious, as authority for this statement this man is mak-
ing, he says:
(Progresso Italo-Americano, November 24 and December 7, 1939.)

Then we come to an interesting document. It is dated December 24,
1942, It is a report from Hilda Shea to Nathan David on the subject
of Lido Belli. .

Because it is quite long, and our time is short, Mr. Chairman, I
woul((iL like to have the record show that this report was read into the
Tecor:

The Cramman. All right.

, (The)report above referred to, with words and figures is as follows,
0 Wit: .
PreBrsoNaL HISTORY

Belli was born on May 23, 1904, in Italy; has a son still living there ; and before
coming to this country, worked as a waiter on Italian ships in the transatlantic
service, In 1926 he jumped ship in Baltimore, Md.' and became a common
laborer, a steam shovel fireman and driller. His career in radio began in 1931,
He then became an announcer and radio producer and manager of Italian radio
Programs over Station WBNX; thereafter he developed the brokerage end of
the business and has for some time controlled in this way the entire Italian
language program of Station WBNX.

BELLI'S PRE-PEARL HARBOR REPUTATION AND ACTIVITIES

Personal and social relations.

There is considerable evidence that Belli's personal sympathies were openly
allied with Fascist Italy before Pearl Harbor. Our investigators have been
Informed that he forwarded most of his money to Italy during this period, and
that his wife made yearly visits to Italy prior to December 1941. Our reports
also show that as late as February 1939 Belli was in touch with officers of the
Italian line, picking them up at the piers, fraternizing with them socially, and
engaging in laudatory conversations on Mussolini.

Business associations.

During this period Belli’s business associations indicated a shinilar Fascist
bias. For 4 years (1937 to June or July 1941) Belli employed as an announcer
on his WBNX radio program Pietro Garofalo, manager of an Italian propaganda
flirm agency, which was subsidized by Rome and, therefore, had to register with
the Secretary of State as an agency of a foreign government, and executive
Secretary of an organization called the committee of 1,000, characterized by
Federal Bureau of Investigation sources as a group “antl-American in spirit
and preaching fascism.” According to the statement of A. W. Alcorn, station
anager of WBNX and present sponsor of Belli on parole, and communications
In the New York Field Division files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Garatalo, while broadeasting on time purchased by Belli, sent over questionable
Propaganda and improper and unauthorized news items which the station did
not approve of and which the station did not have broadcasting rights for.
Belli and Garafalo were on excellent terms, Belll objecting to criticisms of
Garafalo and praising him (in 1939) to another member of his program as the
greatest gentleman I know, punctual and intelligent. Garafalo was eliminated
from Belli's program in 1941, apparently only at the request of Alcorn. Garafalo
was interned by order of the Attorney General in April 1942, Similarly. according
to bank stub obtained by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Belli maintained
business connections with the notorfous Nazi, H. F. Oettgen, employing him as
n agent to advertise on the air a product over which Belll had exclusive adver-
tising rights. Qettgen was later forced off the air by the attncks of Dorothy
Thompson and Walter Winchell. and was interned in October 1942.

Another assoclation of Belli's on the WENX Italian hour is Antonio Lam-

rti (also known as Maurice Moretti). Liberal Italian sources state that
B

! Belll reentered the United States legally in 1939 and took out his first citizenship papers.
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Lamberti has definite Fascist tendencies; Is the son-in-law of Falbe, an -~y
active agent of Fascist propaganda; and that when expression of open pro- ...
Axis attitudes on the radio became daugerous, told a friend, “Well, now I ..
have to pour a different line, but I will try with my voice to make the public .., .
uuderstand what I feel.” i

I olitical activities and connections. : ot

Our files contain statements that during the Italian-Ethioplan campalgn, = !
Belli was instrumental in collecting large sums of money which were seat ' °°*
to Italy and that he conducted a campaign for the collection of wedding
rings among the Italo-American ecolony, again for transfer to Italy. Belli’s
public identification with the Fascist elements in the Italo-American political
community is also indicated by his prominent position as master of ceremonies
at a large function held by the Italian Barbers Benevolent Society at the
Commodore Hotel in New York City in November 1939, which was attended
by such high Fascist dignitaries as Consul General Gaetano Vicchiotti, Prof.
Guiseppe Prezzolini of the Casa Italiana at Columbia University, Pietro -
‘Garotalo (supra), and Domenico Trombetta, publisher of an anti-Semitic 77
newspaper, and self-styled “sincere and timeless supporter of fascism.” pE

Broadcasts. =

On the basis of a study of Belli’s broadcasts, Dr. Gaetano Salvemini of
Harvard University, states that Belli was a Fascist propagandist during these -
years. Other sources (Mazzini Society, etc.) assert Belli at this time followed
the Rome party line. Articles published in the Ttalian anti-Fascist press
«charge that Belli's broadeasts in June and August 1940 gave exclusively
news originating from Berlin and Rome; that he stressed the news only - ,]
from the Fascist angle as only British defeats; and that for the last |
10 years, time broker Belli has been instrumental in singing the glories of .. |
fascism and Mussolini. One of the announcers on Belli’s time reports that "
in September 1940 Belll urged him not to be “so American * * * leave .
Hitler in peace, otherwise you will lose the patronage of your program. * * ¢ .
Jeave the tyrants alone. Remember that Hitler is a comrade of Mussolinl -
When you speak ill of Mussolini you offend us Italians. If you talk of politics
you will lose your hearers.”

Independent surveys of broadcasts on time controlled by Belli made by
the Commission’s expert propaganda analysts, conclude in this connection that -
the evidence presented indicates at most a lukewarm support of the policY
of the United States and a passive attitude toward the fortunes of the United .
States prior to Pearl Harbor.

BELII'S POST-PEARL HARBOR RECORD

Broadcasts.

The Foreign Broadeast Monitoring Service of the Federal Communications
«Commission, after an examination of 17 news programs broadecast under the
direction of Belli, in March and April 1942, arrived at the following conclusions:

It is apparent from this analysis that the newscasts of WIBNX leave a great
.deal to be desired. Generally, they are subtly pro-Axis or passive in character.
The pro-Axis slant is effected chiefiy by the insertion of items or pbrases of
questionable import, by the failure to exercise caution in handling news from
Axis sources, and by the selection and arrangement of topies. The strongest
pro-Axis aspect of the programs is a consistent anti-British line, dangeroos
because it reinforces existing attitudes among the Italian-Americans which

are hostile to our ally.

War bond appeals, moreover, are brief, infrequent, and untnspired. Omissions

of significant events are not numerous, but these are largely unfavorable
the Axis or to suspected elements in the United States. Particularly significant
is the fact that the station has not shown the improvement in handling news
material which might have been expected to follow American entrance into
the war.

A few significant omissions occur. No mention whatsoever Is made of the
Postmaster General’s cancelation of the mailing privileges of Social Justic
Even in a station serving a largely Catholic audience. this is & significant
omission. Of less importance is the failure to mention the statements ¥
Donald Nelson that war production in the United States equals that of the
Axis, and the omission of Secretary Stimson's promise of an early Allied
offensive. In the foreign field the only significant event not reported is King
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George's decoration of the entire population of Malta, which suggests a tendency
to minimize Allied strength in Italian theaters of war.

Analysis of the news items indicate ‘‘a strong anti-British.bias on the part
of this transmitter” * * * ‘“the obvious effect of these items is to wmin-
imize British effectiveness and to emphasize the strength of the Axis de-
fenses” * ¢ ¢ “Ap occasional item seems aimed directly to undermine the
British-American allinnce.” * * * “liandling of American military activity
in the far eastern theater is generally satisfactory.” * * * “[p gome cases
the reports are so garbled as to maximize an Axis claim.” * * * <«or to
minimize United States strength.”

While these unfavorable reports on the Far East may not be intrinsically
significant, viewed In the context of the audience they seem important. Among
Italo-Americans the war with Japan is comparatively popular and a radio
transmitter would have no choice but to support that view. If, however, the
announcer i8 hostile or passive toward the United Nations it would be entirely
reasonable for him to try, by such means as the items cited, to minimize
the effectiveness of United Nations activity in the Far East as well as in the
other war theaters.

In treating a few other United Nations items WBNX emphasizes an unfavor-
able, almost defeatist, tone. Presenting the President’s address to the Latin-
American diplomats, the broadcast of April 15 says, “The American Nation
bas learned today that it will take at least 3 years to defeat the Axis.” There
i8 no emphasis in the rest of the report ou the coutident tone of the President’s
remarks.

In treatment of Axis news sources, the material indicates a strong inclination
to accept Axis claims at their face value.

In comparing the percentage of favorable, unfuvorable, and neutral news
items used on WBNX before and after Pearl Harbor, the analysis reaches this
conclusion : “It is reasonable to conclude that the news treatinent by WBNX was
more neutral during the period of Americun nonbelligerency than it was four and
a half months after Pearl Harbor. The fact that military events during the
earlier period were relatively favorable to the Axis gives this conclusion added
validity, * » »»

“The evidence presented indicates at most a lukewarm support of the foreign
poliey of the United States and a passive attitude toward the fortunes of the
United Nations prior to Pearl Harbor” * * *. The later newscusts seem to
represent less a vestigial isolationism than an increasing hostility to the cause
of the United States and its allies.

It is, of course, not clear why this trend has developed. Possibly the persons
responsible for these programs, if they were sympathetic with the Axis, proceeded
cautiously after Pearl Harbor for fear of losing their access to the radio, but as
the months passed without steps being taken against them, became increasingly
bold in taking a position hostile to the United Nations.

Further evidence of Belli’s opposition to the United Nations or “ncutrality” on
war igsues after Pearl Harbor.

The inferences raised by the above analysis is supported by informution that

lli, fmimediately after Pearl Harbor, refused to cooperate with anti-Fascist
clements in giving public service time to prodemocratic material, and that he
capitulated on this point only when the Oflice of War Information intervened.
Belli's consistent efforts at about this tilue to avoid tuking a positive pro-United
Nations on his programs, and to preserve his neutrality are confirmed by several
other sources: One of Belli’s announcers asserts that Belli, in March 1942 dis-
Couraged his aggressive pro-United Nations propaganda on the ground thut the
“Government is in Washington today, yes ; but what do you know of the future? If
there should be another form of government, your talks will be used against me.”
In June 1942 Belli dismissed this performer. His statement is corroborated by
the fndependent declaration of another performer on Belli's time, to a Federal
Communications Commission investigator, that Belli repeatedly told him, “not to
attack Mussolini, Hitler, or Tojo * * * to ease up on attacking them as
tyrants, and to remain quiet on such subjects altogether;” that “the President
should not have gone to war and that he had sold out to Churchill;” that the
war would end in September (1942) and that Hitler would take Russia; and that
be would rather Italy were ruled by Hitler than by Great Britain.

Our files also contain statements that Belli in the summer of 142 told ac-
qQuaintances “our war will end quickly * * * now Hitler has taken Russia,
and when Russia Is taken, why should America continue the war? America
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will be left alone [and with a laugh]; will they start killing each other?” that
President Roosevelt was a “wretch” who wanted “to rule the world”; and that
“that paralytic sold out to England and the bastards of Jews that rule there.”

Following his release from KEllis lsland, Belli is said to have told Lamberti '
(supra) “look out to do a good Job of announcing because those bastards of Jews v
who already control the radio will be listening” and that “at Ellis Island, those
arrested were treated like animals,” There is also evidence in our files that '
Belli and a priest named Reverend Fillitti frequently expressed the opinion at Hl
this time that “America should miud her own business ; she has lost the war.” "

Belli’'s defenses. iy

Several months after Pearl Harbor, Belll participated in a scrap collection
drive and in the advertisement and sale of war bonds, cooperated in raising E
money for the Red Cross, and permitted the inclusion of public service features N
in his broadcasts. In support of his neutrality on all political questions, he sub-  »x
mitted to the Attorney General a letter written on September 30, 1842, by Ervin, ;
production manager of WBNX, stating that Belli has “steadfastly refused to i
Jjoin any socicty or organization of either a political or social nature, confining :
his activities exclusively to his listeners and his family.” Along the same line, .
Pelli insists that he has resisted the efforts of the Mazzini Society to Induce him
to join its ranks.?

N i

1

CONCLUSIONS

The foregoing summary of Belli’s pre-Pearl Harbor activities support the view
that Belll before December 1941 in fuct had a pro-Fascist reputation and that
the reputation ascribed to him was based upon a 10-year history of broadeasts .
favorable to the Fascist regime and business and social relations with Fascist
elements in this country. (See Italian Fascist Activities in the United States, .
pp. 7, 8) It is notable, moreover, that Belli, while apprised of these charges,
has brought forward no evidence that he at any time associated with anti-
Fascists or expressed criticisms of the Mussolini regime; on the contrary, be
insists he refused to join the Mazzini Society or any other anti-Fascist group .
The record so fur assembled in our investigation reveals that after Pearl Harbor
programs broadcast over Belli's time at first continued a negative attitude
toward the United Nations’ side for some months, while Belli in private con-
versations with performers attempted to prevent positive anti-Fascist material
frow going over the air. It is significant that this so-called neutral position was
the typical pattern followed by Fascists embarrassed by the sudden turn of
events,

Belli’s belated scrap, War bond, Red Cross, etc., drives are insufficient to
purge his reputation of pro-Fascist bias, establish his reliability in the difficalt
and crucial fizld of foreign-language radio in time of war, and render him useful
as a positive factor in the task of building pro-United Nations morale. Belli8 ‘
broadcasts on WBNX are and have been completely unsupervised ; since his pro-
grams are in Italian, they are not susceptible of the usual checks by an alert

and predominantly loyal public; finally, their propaganda value is peculiarly
important because they serve a group who either do not know how to read or
who have no access to Englisli newspapers. Under these circumstances, con
clusive proof of Belli's questionable character is unnecessary. Upon the evl-
dence above there is obviously reasonable ground for the belief that Belli's
strict adherence to the war effort is by no means beyond doubt. It seems clear
that the results of the Commission’s investigations to date indicate that Belli's
record and reputation as at least a half-hearted supporter of the United Nations'
cause do not justify his eontrol of a strategic avenue of propaganda to this
unstable group in tie of war.

In addition, the activities of Lido Belll are receiving the attention of ouf
investigating staff because there is ground to believe that his activities may
constitute a violation of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.

Section 310 (b) of the Communications Act provides as follows:

“The station license required hereby, the frequencies authorized to he used bf
the licensee, and the rights therein granted shall not be transferred, assignet
or in any manner either voluntarily or involuntarily disposed of, or indirectly by

transfer of control of any corporation holding such licenses, to any person, unles
—_

# OQur flles contain A sworn statement from the national secretary of the Maszzini Soclety
denying tbat Belli's membership was solicited and declaring that “Mr, Lido Belll “'(
known as a radio Fascist propagandist and had he ever requested to become a member 0
the Mazzini Society. his application would certainly have been refused.”

i

L

i
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the Commission shall, after securing full information, decide that sald transfer
i8 in the public interest, and shall give its consent in writing.”

This section does not, of course, prevent the sale of time. It does not even
prevent the sale of time in bulk, provided the station retains full control and
final responsibility over its facilities during the broadcast of such material.

The contract between Station WBNX and Lido Belli specifically reserves such
powers to the station with respect to the time which he purchases in bulk. There
is considerable doubt, however, whether this contract embodies the full agreement
between the parties, and as to whether the practices under it follow the letter
of the instrument.

Information which has been received at this Commission indicates that the
control exercised by Belli over Italian language programs presented over the
facilities of Station WBNX, New York, may be far greater than those exercised
by the usual time broker. Belll, according to this information, had exclusive
control over all [talian language broadcasts. Sponsors and advertising agents
who wish to make broadcasts in the Italian language over Station WBNX were
forced to make such purchases through Belli, who could, if he wished, deny them
the privilege of purchasing such time. Indeed, there are indications that further
investigation will reveal that the licensee of Station WBNX has relinquished to
Lido Belli certain rights and responsibilities granted in the license, the transfer
of which, without permission, is specifically prohibited by section 310 (b).

Mr. Garey. There is one observation I do want to make for the
purpose of the record, so that you will have it before you as you
examine this report.

This report was written after the allegations and facts that are
referred to herein were refuted by the Office of Censorship. They are
repeated anew.

And then, an amazing conclusion is reached. It appears from the
document and the testimony of this witness that he bought time from
Station WBNX, and as the owner of the time, he let the time that he
had leased out to such parties as he desired.

Mrs. Shea reaches this astonishing result. It is contained in tlre
latter part of her report.

. The CoamrMaN. That report made December 24 was made follow-
ing the report to Miss Keene dated the 23d ¢
r. Garey. Yes; that is right. [Reading:]

In addition, the activities of Lido Belli are receiving the attention of our
iﬂvesglgatlng staff because there is ground to believe that his activities may
constitute a violation of the Communications Act of 1934, as aiended.

This is good, listen to it. [Reading:]

?ectlon 310 (b) of the Communications Act provides as follows

‘The station license required hereby, the frequencies authorized to be used
by the licensee, and the rights therein granted shall not be transferred, asvigned,
or In any manner either voluntarily or involuntarily disposed of, or indirectly
by transfer of control of any corporation holding such license, to any person
unless the Commission shall, after securing full information, decide that said
trangfer Is in the public interest, and shall give its consent in writing.”

This section does mot, of course, prevent the sale of time. It does not even
Prevent the sale of time in bulk, provided the station retains full control and
final responsibility over its facilities during the broadcast of such material.

The contract between Station WBNX and Lido Belli specifically reserves such
Powers to the station with respect to the time which he purchases in bulk. There
I8 considerable doubt, however, whether this contract embodies the full agree-
ment between the parties—

No jusﬁiﬁcation appears in the files of this Commission to warrant
e making of any such statement that as to “whether the practices
under it follow the letter of the instrument.” [Resuming reading:]

Information which has been recelved at this Commission indicates that the
control exercised by Belli over Italian language programs presented over the
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facilities of Station WBNX, New York, may be far greater than those exer-
cised by the usual time broker. Belli, according to this information, had ex-
clusive control over all Italian language broadcasts. Sponsors and advertising
agents who wish to make broadcasts in the Italian language over Station WBNX
were forced to make such purchases through Belli, who could, if he wished, deny
them the privilege of purchasing such time. Indeed, there are indications that
further investigation will reveal that the licensee of Station WBNX has relin-
quished to Lido Belli certain rights and responsibilities granted in the license,
:?118 t(l;l)nsfer of which, without permission, is specifically prohibited by section

Now, a copy of that report, Mr. Chairman, was forwarded to the
Department of Justice for the purpose of influencing their judgment
in the matter of Lido Belli.

I started before lunch to read into this record certain excerpts from
the voucher for per diem and of expenses incident to official travel.

I had directed the committee’s attention to, I think, two items.

Under date of January 1, 1943, we find that Miss Keene claimed she
spent 4 hours gathering newscasts of ‘WBNX in connection with the
investigation of Lido Belli.

We find that on J anuary 9 she claimed to have helped Mr. Maniaco
and Mr, Tabet, censor at WOV, in the preparation of a questionnaire
to be used for house-to-house canvass of Lido Belli broadcasts, and
she says she spent 4 hours doing that.

And then we find she says on January 19 she had a conference with
the staff of the New York Field Office re Lido Belli’s report, and that
she spent 4 hours doing that. .

On January 27 she conferred with Maniaco on his house-to-house
canvass of Lido Belli broadcasts and spent 4 hours doing that.

On February 2, she said she made a review of Italian News Service,
including a review of personal files, for material re Lido Belli and
a review of back issues of Counter-Current, and she spent 4 hours
doing that.

There are other matters that similar time is asserted to have been
spent on that we can’t identify from the statement as being con-
nected with the Lido Belli matter. So, therefore, I don’t make refer-
ence to those. .

I do find, however, this memorandum in the files of the Commission
dated June 15,1943. It is from Mr. Guest to Jeremiah Courtney, Act-
ing Chief, Field Section, Law Department. This is how that memo-
randum reads:

Pursnant to Leonard Marks' suggestions, I am enclosing short form contract
No. 33 executed by Frances Keene, setting forth services rendered during her
employment by the commission during the month of December 1942,

Miss Keene further advises that she understood from Washington she would
be permitted through Short Wave Research, Inc., to employ persons to do 2
small amount of urgent and necessary research and translation work.

Very interesting, Mr. Chairman; very interesting.

Accordingly, she did, through short wave, employ Giullana Tabet for 914
days' work in the New York Public Library, reviewing Il Progresso. (Mrs. Tabet,
by the way, is the wife of Duccio Tabet, the censor on Station WOV and who,
by the way, within the past month or six weeks has spoken at a Communist meet-
ing held in the city of New York, not far from where we are at the present
ime.
¢ Acc)ordlngly. she did, through short wave, employ Guiliana Tabet for )
days' work in the New York Public Library—

These Communists must be supported somewhere, some place by the
Government.
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Mrs. Tabet was hired at $6 a day, totaling in all, $57 for the 914 days’ work. In
connection with the Belli report, Miss Kecue, through short wave, hired Vin-
centzo Manacci for 3 days at $6 per day to conduct a survey among the local
Italian radio audience.

Rather remarkable who can spend Government money these days, Mr.
Chairman. I think it is an interesting subject for Congress to have
some advice about. [Resuming reading:]}

Both persons were paid by Short Wave Research, Inc. Short Wave is now
in the process of liquidation and would like to be compensuted for the above
outlay. I will forward short-form contract duly executed by Short Wave
Research. Inc., within a day or two.

Mr. Davip. May the record show, as it was explained in turning
over those papers, that that work had not been authorized, and for
that reason the contract was ignored and no payment was made by the
Commission for any of that work.

The CrarrMAN. All right.

Mr. Garey. Whether it was honored or it wasn’t it shows the asso-
ciation between this crowd who were engaged in this unlawful activ-
ity; who were seizing the power of governwent and using it for their
own needs and for their own purposes. It is a perversion of the power
of government. .

Mr. Belli, I don’t suppose you were advised or ever knew before
that all these various activities were going on while you were trying
to find out why you could not be relieved from these restrictions that
had been imposed upon your parole, did you?

Mr. Berws, That is right; I never know it.

Mr. Garey. None of the sources that you consulted ever told you—

Mr. Berir. No,

Mr. Garey (ﬁontinuing). That this was all going on, did they?

Mr. Berr, No.

Mr. Gagey. And you were unable to find out that these charges were

ing made against you ?

Mr. Berus, No.

Mr. Garey. Is there a single charge that I have read to you con-
tained in any of these records that is true?

Mr. BeLur, No.

Mr. Garer. Let’s go back to your visit to Marcantonio. Do you
know with whom Mr. Marcantonio was talking ¢

Mr. BeLur, I guess I do.  With Mr. Ennis of the Department of
Justice; with Mr. Nathan David of the F. C. C., and Mrs, Shea; and
Mr. T guess, Lee Falk or Cranston, one of them too, of the O. W. 1.

Mr. Garey. Did you know Mrs. Shea?

. Mr. Beuur. I met her once in Mr. Marcantonio’s office during my last
Investigation of my recordings.

Mr. Garry., At tl‘;e telephone call, or pursuant to an agreement made
with Congressman Marcantonio, Mrs. Shea came to his office ?

Mr. BeLir, Yes.

Mr. Garey. And you were present at that time?
Mr. Beiir, Yes.
]ﬁ_rq Gaxey. Can you tell us approximately when that was, Mr.
it
Mr. Beusa, I think it was in January; no, it was in December, I
guess—December.,
I. Garey. It was either in December of the year 1942 or January
of the year 19431
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Mr. BrLur. It was December 1942,

Mr. Garey. Mrs. Shea came in while you were there?

Mr. BELLL. Yes.

Mr. Garey. Will you tell us what you recall of what was said after
she arrived?

Mr. Berur. Well

The Cuairman. Can you locate the time just a little bit more ue-
curately? You remember now you have in the record a report that she
made on Belli as of December 24. Was it prior to December 254

Mr. BeLrr, It was prior to that.

The CHAlRMAN. Prior to that?

Mr. BeLnr Yes.

The Cuammman. All right.

Mr. Beror. The few things T recall, that Marcantonio tried to con-
vince Mrs. Shea that the whole thing was wrong, because every ques-
tion that was brought up to me, and every accusation was refuted by
me; so he didn’t see why the investigation should keep on going.

She said it would take a little more time; that it would be better
for me; that if there was nothing against me, yes, I was to be releaed.

Mr. Garey. And that is the substance of that conversation?

Mr. BeLui. More or less.

Mr. Gagey. As you now recall?

Mr. Berrr. Yes. )

Mr. Garey. This conversation took place in Marcantonio’s office in
New York or in Washington?

Mr. Beru. In Washington.

Mr. Garey. I think you have told the committee that altogether in
trying to find out what was the matter with you, you yourself spent
39 days in Washington?

Mr. BeLnt. Yes; back and forth, over a period of 3 months.

Mr. Garey. How did this meeting break up on this particular day?
What was said by Mrs. Shea or by the Congressman as she was
leaving ¢

Mr. Bruu. Well, the Congressman was quite mad, because he
thought the whole thing was unfair, un-American, and undemocrat-
ic, and she apologized and said that she was sorry about what hap-
pened to me, but she had nothing to do with it in particular because
she had the job to investigate my record. That is all she said.

Mr. Garey. Did she make any promises to the Congressman about
what she would do?

Mr. Beiir. Not exactly promises, because she said they weren't
through with the investigation yet; they were going to listen to m"
recordings. She said that somebody got sick; that is why it lasts
longer. '

Mr. Gagey. Then you went back to New York?

Mr. Berer. I was coming back to New York almost every Friday
pight and going back to Washington every Monday.

{r. Garey. What happened on the occasion of your next visit to
Washington? Whom did you see there then ¢

Mr. Brrr I tell you, on the whole 39 days, I only saw Mrs. Shea
once. At one time I went down to the F. C. C. where they were play-
ing my recordings back. I asked them if I could be of any cooper
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ation; maybe they wanted me to explain something about the partic-
ular broadcasts. They told me it wasn’t necessary, because the people
they have over there are very fair, and they understand Italian quite
well. Then, I saw——

Mr. Gary. By the way, who did you see there at F. C. C. on that
occasion ¢

Mr. Bear. It was a lawyer; I don’t recall the name. I saw the
man that was supposed to be the analyst on my broadcasts.

Mr. Garey. That is Doctor Truman?

Mr. Beuir. It must be him. I don’t recollect his name. He had
the earphones on and was listening to my recording.

‘Mr. Garey. Did you have a talk with him?

Mr. Beit, Yes. I offered my service. I said, “I have nothing to
doin New York. I can stay here with you. Maybe something you
cn’t understand I can explain you what 1t is.”

Mr. Garey. What did he say? :

Mr. Berur. He said it was not necessary, because it takes long time
and no need for me to stay there.

I'say, “I am going to stay in Washington until this thing is clear.”
stHe sai(}’, “You can stay in Washington, if you wish; nobody will

op you.

Mr. Garey. All this time you were barred from taking care of your

business?

Mr. Beror, That is right. That is why I was in Washington.

Mr. Garev. Go along and tell us in your own way, if you will, just
what happened during this period. Who else did you see?

Mr. Bewur. I saw Mr. Cooley; I don’t recall how many times, but
about seven or eight times.

Mr. Garey. Mr. Cooley was in the Department of Justice?

Mr. B Yes. He had my case.

Mr. Garey. What was the substance of what Mr. Cooley told you?

Mr. Berut. He never tell me very much about it. He tell me that
tht:{v had complete reports from the F. B. I. as far as I was concerned
and it was not—he said one word, that the report of F. B. 1. was—1
don’t know—inconsistent ; they can’t take anything out of that, they
@n't go according to that.

I'told him that I hear from Mr. Ryan of the Office of Censorship
that I was clear by that department after an investigation which went
above the F. B. I.

He said, “We won’t consider the Department of Censorship.”

$1, 1 say, “What is it then?”

He said, “We can’t tell you. There is something going on, and
you will find out what is going to happen about you.”

But T told you—T told him my business is going to ruin. I don’t
recall what he said. He make me understand that I save quite a few
dollars, so T could afford to go back and forth between Washington

and New York; I wasn’t starving to death.

Mr. Garey. He wasn’t much concerned about the money that you
were losing because you had enough money to lose some more, is that it ?

Mr. Berur. That is right.

Mr. Garey. Then there finally came a time when Marcantonios
talled David in your presence, did there not?

Mr. Berus. On the phone; yes.



924 FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Mr. Garey. By the way, Mr. Reilly has handed me a note that
sugoests the word you were trying to find to express what Mr. Cooley
of the Department of Justice said to you was *inconclusive.”

Mr. Beinr. That is right; that is what he said, it was inconclusive,

Mr. Garry. Let’s get back to this talk you had with Mr. Marcan-
tonio, when he called up Nathan David. Tell us what happened that
day in the Congressman’s office, and fix the time as well as you can,
will you?

Mr. Beuur. Well, one time Mr. Marcantonio called Nathan David
for me—it. was in New York, the day before Christinas, the 24th of
December, in the afternoon, because he was expecting that I will be
released around that time. This was the promise they gave to
Marcantonio, because Marcantonio told them, “I didn’t find anything,
and I did my own investigation among my friends, and there is noth-
ing the matter with Belli.”

Mr. Garey. Continue.

Mr. Berwr. Mr. David said that there was something serious, and
that it had to be investigated; it was so serious that the F. C. C.
could not investigate it themselves, they had to pass it to the F. B.1,
and it would take some time to go through.

So, Marcantonio asks, “How much time you want this time?”

He said, “Two weeks.”

Mr. Marcantonio said, “All right; go ahead and take another ?
weeks.”

Mr. Garey. What happened after that?

Mr. Beros. Ater thay, we called him up again, and they say, “Some-
thing new come up, some more complaints, and we have to investi-
gate them too.”

I mean, every time that I was almost ready to be released, Il Mondo
or La Parola was the factor that keeps them investigating.

Mr. Garey. Did there come a time when Congressman Marcan-
tonio suggested to you that he had been advised by Nathan David
for vou to go and see the Office of War Information? "

Mr. Bernt. Yes. That was the only time we find out that the
Q. W. I has anything to do with my case. We never knew it before.

Mr. Garey. The first time you knew that the Office of War Infor-
mation was at all concerned with you?

Mr. Berur. Yes. I was in Washington at that time.

Mr. Garey. Congressman Marcantonio told you who to go and s
over at the Office of War Information{

Mr. Berur. Yes.

l\Ir.?GAREY. Yes. What was the name of the person he told you
to see¥

Mr. BeLur. To see Mr. Cranston and Mr. Lee Falk.

Mr. Garey. Had you known Mr. Cranston or Mr. Lee Falk before
this time?

Mr. BerLr. No; never saw them before.

Mr. Garey. You left the Congressman’s office ?

Mr. BeLLn Yes.

Mr. Garey. And you went over to the Office of War Information!
+ Mr. BeLur. Yes.

Mr. Gagey. There you asked for Mr. Falk or for Mr. Cranston, 0f
for both?
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Mr. Bewr. I think I was expected. When the girl saw me, she
said, “Are you Mr. Belli $”

I say, yes,”

She say, “Come in.”

She introduced me to Mr. Cranston and Mr. Falk.

Mr. Garey. Was Facci there at that time?

" Mr. Beu. He wasn’t there when I got in, but before they talk to

£ me they call Mr. Facci.

.. Mr. Garex. So that the conversation started, then between you

< and Lee Falk and Alan Cranston and later, during the progress of

v~ the talk, you were having, Facci came in?

“" Mr. BeLu Noj Facci came in before we start the talk. They didn’t
talk before he came in.

Mr. Garey. They didn’t talk until Facci was there?

. Mr. Berur. They sent the girl for him.

Mr. Garey. You were talking to all three of them?
Mr. BeLut. To the whole three.

: Mr. Garey. Tell the committee just what happened at that con-

t versation. o

i Mr. Berur. Well, they tell me that as far as their investigation

is concerned, as far as the information they have, was some kind

of Fascist sympathy on my broadcasts, some Fascist sympathy with
the people working for me. . )

5 8o,Iask them what they want me to do about it; I don’t believe

itwas. I say, “If there is anyone in my association that has anything

to do with the Fascists, they never work for me.” .

Lﬁr. (?AREY. By the way, have you ever had any pro-Fascist sym-
pathies?

~ Mr, Bewir Personally?

1I- Mr. Garey. Yes.

. Mr. Berws Of course not. )

o Mr. Garey. Did you ever belong to the Fascist Party?

Mr. BeLr. Never. .

Mr. Garey. Did you ever take the Fascist oath?

s Mr. Beiwr. Never. I never belonged to any association, mutual

« orbrotherhood, what they call it ; never to one of them.

AN Mr. Gagrey. Go back to that meeting, if you will, and tell us just
what happened. You explained to them that there wasn’t anybody
working for you, so far as you knew, who had any pro-Fascist lean-

42+ ngsor sympathies. What else was said ?

fr. Berui. And I told them that my business was wrecked, and

I'was very anxious to go back to it.

i+ So they figured that they could recommend to send me back if I

would do some changing of the program.

Isaid, “What change do you want me to do?”

0 They said, “To fire every%ody.”

. Mr.Garey. They wanted you to fire everybody who was then work-

Ing for you?

Mr. Beris. Yes.
I'told them that T haven’t the right to do anything, because I signed

3 parole agreement.

hey told me they would see to it that there was some change made
.« onmy parole, that I can fire and hire people.
90530—43—pt. 1——59
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So they did.

Isay, “Look. After all, my program is commercial. It isnot oulya
matter to put an announcement over. We have to sell the product.
If we don't sell we lose the client and we lose the program. We can't
even do anything for the war effort any more.”

I say, *“When I go back, if you send mie back, I think 1 will look
for business like I had in the past. I can build it up again. I will
add the couple of people you want me to add and keep the old people.”

I just had a few people on my pay roll.

They said, “All right.  You go back to New York. You do some
changing on the program. It is up to you. We can’t sugwest any-
thing. If we approve the change, we make the recommendation.”

Mr. Garey. Make a recommendation that your parole be lifted so
you conld go back and run your business?

Mr. Berrr, That is what they mean, I guess; yves.

Mr. Garey. Did they suggest to you who you were to hire?

Mr, Bernn I was the one who ask them, because T said, “Look, now.
I am going to fire somebody because you don't think it is proper to
keep them on the radio right now. Suppose the people I'm gomg to
hire, they won't approve with your sentiments; so, I am in all over
again.”

1 say, “T wish you suggest some people that you know, as far as you
are concerned they are good people for me to deal.”

They did so. They give me one name.

Mr. Garey. About when was this talk?

Mr. Berrr., This talk, I think, was in March.

Mr. Gagrey. So, you then had been off the air and out of your
business for some 7 or 8 months?

Mr. Berrr. About.

Mr. Garey. Did they ask you how much you could pay?

Mr, Bevur. Yes.

Mr. Gaery. To the person they would recommend ¢

Mr. Bewnr., Yes.

Mr. Garey. Did they suggest you go and see a particular person?

Mr. Berr. Well, they give me one name.

Mpr. Garey. What was that name?

Mr. Brrot. Mr. Renzo Nissim,

Mr. Garey. Renzo Nissim?

Mr. Berur. Yes.  They tell me he knows quite a few people in New
York, and he will be able to help me out in choosing the people.

Mr. Garey. Did they ask how much you could afford to pay Renzo
Nissim?

Mr. BeLtr, Yes. T told them we were losing about a thousand dol-
Jars a month: that maybe I could start him with thirty or forty
dollars a week, .

Mr, Garey. You told them you would start him at thirty or forty
dollars a week? :

Mr. Berix. That is right.

Mr. Garky. By the way, it might be just as well to place on record
now, you did pay him $50 a week, didn’t you?

er. Berur I start him with forty; the second week I raise him to
fifty.
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Mré Garey. They told you that Nissim was a man that they could

- frust?

E Mr. Beror That is right.

© Mr. Garey. And that if you hired Nissim, and the men he would
suggest, they would then get your parole lifted ¢

I {r. BeLur. No. They didn’t promise me that. They promised me.

. after I would make the change, if the change would meet their
approval-—— ‘

hMr. Garey. First, you were to go back to New York and make certain
changes?
Mr. Berir. Yes.

, Mr. Garey. And then if the changes met with their approval-—

.o Mr. Birwr Yes.

Mr, Garey (continuing). Then they would have your pavole lifted?
Mr, BeLur. And take care of my business again.

Mr. Garey. And so you came back to New York?

. Mr.Beun Yes,

+ Mr. Garey. Now, do you recall anything else that was said at that
time? For instance, do vou recall that before you went over to see
Falk and Cranston and Facei, that Marcantonio told you that David
had told him to have you go over and <ce them ?

Mr. Berwr Yes.

Mr. Garey. Do you recall that when you came in to see these three
men at the Office of War Information they said that your program
%8s too passive in character?

Mr. Berur. That is what they say exactly; it was too passive, too

- Ssentimental, and too musical. .
Mr. Garey. They said what they wanted you to do was to put on a
Progaganda program ?
Mr. Berar. Yes.
ngr.? Garey. What they called a prodemocratic propaganda pro-
am ?
Mr. Bewwr. T told them the type of propaganda we had was fairly
. good. Tsaid that T knew my public. )}
r. Garey. They told you they weren’t satisfied with it?

Mr. Bewir, Yes.

Mr. Girey. That is when they suggested to you that they wanted

You to put new people cn your program ?

t. Becen Yes, sir.

' lovhv!r' (;:AREY. Did Falk say anything about whose orders he was fol-

¢ lowing?

15 Mr.g Brrir. No.

The Cramrman. Did you need these new people or were you just

+* taking them as a price that you had to pay to get back in business?

7 Mr.Bewwr I didn’t need anybody. I had enough on my staff.

. The Cramaan. In other words, just a form of blackmail

© Mr. Beus, More or less.

Mr. Garey. You had three men on your staff at that time, did you

_dot? One was Hugo Neri?

¢ Mr. Beru. Yes,

Mr. Garey. And the other was a man named Lamberti

e 90530 —43——359
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Mr. Brrrr. Yes,

Mr. Garey. And a third was a man named Capaloni?
Mr. Berur. Yes.

Mr. Garey. At this meeting with Falk, Cranston, and Facci, did
you discuss each of these three men ¢

Mr. Berr. Yes.

Mr. Garey. And did you ask them what they had against Nerit

Mr. Beur. They tell me that prior to Pearl Harbor, quite a few
times on his news broadcasts he got some news taken from the Il
Progreso Italiano.

Mr. Garey. By the way, while we are discussing Neri, Mr. Chairman,
I will show you the kind of information F. C. C. has in its files upon
which it relies.

We have here under the heading of “Hugo Neri,” this information
in the files of . C. C.:

True name, Alphonso Uanacore. Born September 14, 1886. In the United
States since 1923. Originally a school teacher. Since 1040 employed by Lido

Belli Radio Productions Co., as announcer and radio writer. He sells radio
time to sponsors. Letters of an unknown person addressed to Mr. Lupis, March
25, 1940—

Again you find Mr. Lupis appearing, you will observe—

and April 7, 1940, concernipg Hugo Neri’s broadcasts at 9 a. m. on March 24 and

29 and April 5, 7 and 10. The news is pro-Axis through selection of news items,
inflection, and choice of adjectives.

And then, note this:

La Parola, December 19, 1942: Neri is a Fascist. He indulged in character
assassination of Spanish Loyalists leaders, -

Naw, tell us what you told them you knew about Neri.

Mr. Berur. Well, I told them that Neri was one of the men that I
could depend blindly on, because he was very honest; he never had
any connection with the pro-Fascists; he was a very good worker.

Klr. Garey. Did you ask them what evidence they had to show that
your judgment was wrong and theirs was good ¢

Mr. BeLLr. Well, they tell me that that was not right for me to ask
it

Mr. Garey. Repeat that answer, will you, Mr. Belli?
Mr. BeLLr. They tell me that that was—in other words, it wasn't
my business to tell them what they have against Neri.

Mr. GareY. In other words, they weren’t goin

\ he; to tell you what in-
formation they had against Neri, 1f they had any%

Mr. BELLL. Yes.

Mr. GareY. They asked you to accept their judgment that he wasno
good and to fire him?

Mr. Berui, That is right.

Mr. Garey. What di l{w say?

Mr. BerLr I said to them that if they give me the chance, as they

asked me to do the change, or add some people, maybe I could ss¥
Neri, too.

. Th?y repeat again, “It is up to you, because your release will depend
on it.” :

The CHARMAN. In other words, they weren’t going to recommend
that?
Mr. Bexax. To fire him? No: not directly.

* Gapgy
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Mr. Garey. He had to stand and deliver first before he got any

consideration.

Now, did they talk to you about Lamberti{

Mr. Berer. Well, about Lamberti and Capaloni, and they tell me
there was good idea to get them to get a job in defense—tell them
in 2 nice way that there was a lot of jobs in defense, and they should

=" quit radio for the time being.

Mr. Garey. They wanted you to go and tell them that they should
go to work in some defense plant?

faz2 A
Mr. Beuwr. Never mention to them because I told them, unless they

can prove something against those people, that they have my sym-
pathy for fascism, or that they are undemocratic on the broadecasts, I

would act ; otherwise I won't. )
Mr. Garey. And did you ask them why they had any feeling against

Lamberti or Capaloni?

Mr. Bewur. I tell you, I didn’t have very much chance to ask many
questions because I was the one to be questioned.

Mr. Garey. That is, you were there taking orders?

Mr. Bewir, That is right.

Mr. Garey. And they told you if you would go back and change
your programs and your personnel in a manner to meet with their
approval, they would, to use the words I think you have previously

e given to me, they would do their part?

Mr. Berrr, That is right, with the Department of Justice.
Mr. Gagrey. You came back to New York, did you not?
Mr. Berrr, Yes.
** Mr.Garey. And you sent for Nissin?
Mr, Beur Yes.
- Mr. Garey. Had you ever known him before?
- Mr, Beuun No.,
“. Mr. Garey. Did you make any investigation about him?
I** Mr. BeLu No,
= Mr.Garex. Did you hire him?
Mr. Bewix. Yes. "I sent him a letter to come to my office, and I of-

£ fered him the job, and he accepted. .
Mr. Garey. Did you learn that he was working for O. W. 1.?

.« Mr.Bews He tell me so himself. i
»* Mr.Garey. What work was he doing for the Office of War Informa-

B
tion?
i#“  Mr. Bert. Well, he never tell me that. I never know it.
Mr. Garey. Did you ever find out what he was doing over there?
o Mr. Betur Not for the O. W. L
B Mr. Garey. And you fired Neri?

Mr. Berwr, Yes. Lo
Mr. Garer. And you put Nissim on in his place?
Mr. Bewwx, Not exactly in his place, because Neri was an announcer.

5+ Instead I put Nissim as a censor.
[ Mr. Garey. After Neri was fired, was he thereafter allowed to

.. enter the studios or offices of WBNX? )
;& Mr. Beuur, I don’t think in the studio. I kept Neri as a salesman

. onmy staff. , ) A
i _ Mr, Garey. He was not permitted to enter the studio or offices of

WBNX ; was he?
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Mr. Beru. That I don’t know. I never see him in the studio, I
know that much. :

Mr. Gagrey. The only reason you hired Nissim, without any investi-
gation whatsoever, was because Falk, Cranston, and Facci told you to!

Mr. Beur. Yes; they recommend 1t.

Mr. Garey. You had to get some other personnel; didn't you?!

Mr. Berur. Yes; because I had to hire the new translator.

Mr, Garey. Who was that?

Mr. Berur. Mr. Franci.

Mr. Garey. Did you fire him?

Mr. Beuir. Well, I didn’t fire him exactly. I offered him a jobass
monitor. They told me to translate—they told me he translate the
news too much to the letter.

Mr. Garey. You are referring now to Angelo Franci?

Mr. BeLLr. Yes.

Mr. Garey. Didn’t they tell you you should put two men in in place
of the one you had?

Mr. Berun Yes. I did so.

Mr. Garey. By they, I mean, and I take it you mean, Cranstos,
Falk, and Facci?

Mr. BeLus. Yes. .

Mr. Garey. They told %'ou you should hire two men where pre-
viously you had hired one?

Mr. BeLur. Well, they won’t teil me to put two men instead of one,
but to put at least two of the men they reconninended.
Mr. Garey. When they sent you to New York, did they give you any
_address for Mr. Nissim ¢
Mr. BeLun Yes.
Mr. Garey. And I think you have already told the committee you
didn’t know Nissim ¢
Mr. Berr. I never saw him before.
The CaArMAN. And you didn’t want him, but had to take him?
Mr. Berur, Well, I was fighting then to go back in my business and
keep all I have, because the persons I had working for me for years
were trustworthy to me. _
Mr. Garey. You didn’t want to let any of your old people out; did
you!
“ Mr. Berr. Noj; because I trusted them more than the people ontside.
Mr. Garey. How long after you hired Nissim did you hire thest
other two men; a week or immediately ?
Mr. Berul. Iminediately; the day after.
Mr. Gagrey. The day after you hired Nissim you hired these other
two men?
Mr. BeLur. Yes.
Mr. Garey. Who were they?
Mr. Brrut. One is Mr. Nissim, one is Mr. Ettore Rava. He sl

worked for O. W. L

Mr. Garey. He also worked for the Office of War Information!
Mr. Berun Yes. .
Mr. Gagrey. By the way, is he a citizen of the United Statest

Mr. BeLir I don’t see the report he gave to the station, I dont

believe he is.
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Mr. Garey. You didn’t make any investigation of him before you
hired him, did you? ’

Mr. Berrr. Well, when I hired the people I didn’t have any right
to do much about it. I didn’t have the right to ask questions.

Mr. Garey. You hired him because Nissim told you to?

Mr. Berur. I wasn’t put back to my duties yet.

Mr. Garey. You weren't put back in charge of your business?

Mr. Berwr, Yes.

Mr. Garey. So Nissim was really the person who hired him ¢

Mr. Beuut, For those few days; yes.

Mr. Garey. Who else did you hire?

Mr. Berut. Nino Di Salle.

Mr. Garey. Nino Di Salle?

Mr. BeLur, That is the man who took the place of Mr. Neri.

Mr. Garey. And he was an employee of O. W. 1., was he not?

Mr. Bewur. Oh, I never knew that.
1341'. Garey. By the way, Rava still works for O. W. 1., doesn’t

he!
Mr. Berir. Yes.
Mr. Garey. And don’t you know Di Salle still works for O. W. I.¢

Mr. Berus. No. ,
Mr. Garey. Di Salle was a relative of Carlos Tresca, was he not?
Mr, Berer. So Mr. Nissim tell me.
Mr. Garey. You made no investization of Di Salle before you
hired him or before Nissim hired him for you ?
Mr. Berus No. '
Mr. Garey. So they went to work for you?
Mr. Berur. Yes. Mr. Nissim was in charge of investigating the
character,
Mr. Garev. He was running your business?
Mr. Berr, Yes.
Mr. Garer. What work was assigned to Rava by Mr. Nissim ¢
Mr. Beuur., News translator and broadcasting the news that he
translates,
Mr. Garey. What work was assigned to Di Salle to perform ¢
Mr. BeLLr, Announcer on the morning program.
N_M_r. (;mxm. You paid them—both were paid out of your moneys by
issim ¢ :
Mr. Beru. No, by me, the whole three, through my office. My
secretary was the one paying the people.
Mr. Garey. 1 think you told us that you yet had not been placed
back in charge of your business?
Mr. Berwr. During the time I was off, Mr. Alcorn and my secreiary
handled the commercial side of my business.
Mr. Garey. Did you hire any actors or any other personnel on your

S Programs that were suggested by Nissim %
i

Mr. Beru, Yes; a dramatic company. . )
Mr. Garey. And the people who were employed in those little plays

) playlets were hired by or at the suggestion of Nissim?
Mr, Berrt. He hired them himself.
Mr. Garey. You knew nothing about them?
Mr. Beuur, T just paid them.
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Mr. Garey. Just paid them?

Mr. BeLui. Yes.

Mr. Garey. After you had accomplished these various matters that
you have been testifying about, did you have any more trouble with
the Federal Communications Commission ¥

Mr. Berr. No.

Mr. Gagrey. Did you ever have any more trouble with the Office of
War Information?

Mr. Berur. No.

Mr. Garey. Are these men all on your pay roll ¢

Mr. Berrr. Mr. Rava quit because the . W. 1. changed his time
over there, which coincided with the WBNX time, so he could not keep
the two jobs at the same hour.

Mr. Garey. But the Oftice of War Information and the Federal
Communications Commission have never come back?

Mr. BeLt. No.

Mr. Garer. How did you get your parole conditions lifted?

Mr. Bewrr I received a letter from Ellis Island with the parole
chaneed.

Mr. Garey. You made a report, did you not, to Mr. Guest, first!

Mr. Brrrr Yes,

Mr. Garey. You made a written report to him?

Mr. Berrn Yes.

Mr. Garey. That’s Mr. Guest of the Federal Communications Con-
mission ?

Mr. Brrir., Yes, '

Mr. Garey. That letter, Mr. Chairman, is dated April 5, 1943, and it
reads:

Drar Mr. GuesT: The following are the different changes that have already
taken place on my radio progras:

Re: personnel:

We have taken ITmzo Neri from the air and have replaced him with Mr. Nine

Di Salle, an American citizen having a well-known anti-Fascigt background.

You were learning some of the words and phrases that would be

pleasing to the FFederal Communications Commission and its allies,

were you not, Mr. Belli?

Mr. Benrr. Well, T don’t understand what vou mean.

Mr. Garey. All right. v

Mr. Berir. You mean about their anti-Fascist work?

Mr. Garey. Yes. You were learning some of the phrases, were you
not ?

The CitatrMaN. Mr. Garey, it is a little difficult to believe that such
tvranny would be tolerated, much less practiced, by people in the name
of government.

Mr. Garey. It isn't difficult to agree with you in that, Judge. [Re-
guming reading:] .

Mr. Angelo Francl, the news translator, was replaced by Mr. Ettore Rava holdiog
a position with the Office of War Information in New York.

Mr. Renzo Nissim: Censor and supervisor—

By the way, was Nissim a citizen#?

"Mr. Berur. No.

Mr. Garey. He had only been in this country a couple of years
hadn’t he?
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Mr. Berer. I guess he came in 39 or '40.

Mr. Garey (resuming reading) :
is a doctor of law with an anti-Fascist background. He has heen working
for the Office of War Information, Washington, in the preparation of scripts
of anti-Fascist propaganda which are on the air on all Italian-language stations
throughout America. The most important is “Victory For America—Freedom
For Italy” which is scheduled weekly on this station.

Mr. Ettore Rava befing a good announcer (besides being the translator) is
also the newscaster of the entire morning program namely at 9 a. m.; 9:30

a.m.;and 11 a. m.
And then, the letter proceeds:

Re new features:

Monday, 10: 15 a. m., news commentary of the week reviewed by Renzo Nissim.

Friday, 10:15 a. m., Mrs. Carla Pekelis, assistant of Commander R. Pac-
clardi, will speak on different subjects of anti-IFascist and prodemocritic nature;
namely episodes of the Italian rennaissance followed by short comments em-

phasizing the difference of the Italian life of today.

Re tentative program to be scheduled during the week :

Interesting talks by different prominent doctors on subjects connected with
the war effort; and on the health duties of all Americans during wartime.

I quote a few—

Prof. Roberto Funaro, children’s specialist.
Prof. Mario Volera, general medical internist,
Dr. Claudio Gerbi, general medicinal internist.

Dr. Oscar Landi, skin specialist.
Contacts have been made with prominent members of the Mazzini Society,

to have them featured for different talks on prodemocratic and anti-Fascist
appeals,

Were any of these people whose names I have just read, including
t]}:e Mazzini Society, paying for the time you were giving them on
the air?

Mr. Berur. No.

Mr. Garey. You were paying for the time, weren't you, Mr. Belli?

Mr. Brrur. Yes.

Mr. Garey. And giving it to them?

Mr. Berer. Yes.

Mr. Garey (resuming reading) :

Re Second War Loan campaign:
Special comsideration has been given to the Second War Loan campaign to be

launched on April 12 by the Government for the sclling of the second series of

War bonds.
A special announcement has been made from April 1 to the mothers of

Italian origin who have a large number of sons in the United States service.
We will choose a certain number and have them make a special appeal to the

audience for the selling of said bonds.
And this time was time that you were paying for but not getting
anything for the use of, were you?
Mr. Bera, Well, I figure we get a lot of use if we could sell a lot
of bonds. .
Mr. Garey. But, you were paying for the time?
Mr. Beret. Yes. . L
Mr. Garer. And you weren’t getting anything for it in the way
of money?
Mr., Bewnr. I didn’t mind that.
Mr. Garey (resuming reading) :
The Progressive Radio Advertising Co., is going to present a very significant
souvenir to every mother invited who will appear on the program. The souvenir
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consists of a jeweled pin with a number of stars, according to the number of
sons in the service.

With the sponsorship of the O. W. I.. we expect to have on the day of
the inauguration of said campaign some of the most prominent artists of Italian

origin of the Metropolitan Opera House, and make a special broadeast on behalf
of the campaign.

And then, these are the concluding words of the letter, Mr. Chairman:

I hope these changes will meet with the approval of the Office of War In-
formation; the Federal Communications Cominission; and other Government
agencies interested in my activities.

Sincerely yours,
Lo BrLLL
That letter was sent to Guest on April 5. What happened after that!
Mr. BeLur. Well, nothing very much happened because—
Mr. Garey. On April 9 your parole conditions were modified, were
they not?
Mr. Berur. No. It was modified in May.
Mr. Davip. Mr. Chairman, would vou be good enough to ask the
witness if it isn’t a fact that identical letters, the same wording as
that one, was also sent to the Office of Censorship, the Department of
Justice, as well as to the Office of War Information$
The CuakMaN. Mr. David, the committee will get around to you
in due time.
Mr. Davip. This isn’t something I can testify to, Mr. Chairman.
It is something the witness knows. T am so informed. T don't know
whether it is 0 or not. I think that’s an actnal fact. We won't have
this witness here 6 months from now. He is the only one who can
testify to that.
Mr. Garey. Mr. Belli, you will observe from the paper I hand
you that it is dated April 9, 1943, do you not ?
Mr. BeLLi. Yes.
Mr. Gagey. And it bears your signature?
Mr. BeLun Yes.
Mr. Garey. And it is captioned “Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service, File No. 99613-852” is it not ?
Mr. BerLr. Yes.
Mr. Garey. And then it is captioned “Parolee’s agreement,” is
it not?
Mr. Beuir. Yes.
Mr. Garey. Does that refresh your recollection as to the day or
date that your parole conditions were modified ¢
Mr. Beour, Bat, it was modified to the extent that I could engage
in hiring or firing people, not to go back to my business.
Mr. Garey. Yes; that is right. But you did get a modification!
Mr. Beuin Yes. '
Mr. Carey. That modification provided that you might engage In
any form of radio activity except that you might not prepare any
radio scripts or material for broadcasting or supervise or assist It
their preparation, or that you might not broadcast or conduct any
broadcast; but you were free to undertake the management of your
business, were you not?

Mr. BErLL Yes.

Mr. Garey. That is, you could again decide who you were going to
hire and fire and who you were going to do business with?

13!
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Mr. Berri. Yes.

Mr. Garey. Nissim, I take it, after this date continued along more
or less in control of your business, did he not?

Mr. BeLur, Oh, yes; because I couldn’t do anything.

Mr. Garey. And then did there come a time when there was an-
other change on the conditions of your parole?

Mr. BeLur. Yes.

Mr. Garey. Do you know how that was accomplished ?

Mr. Bewr. No.

Mr. Garey. Did Nissim have anything to do with jt?

Mr. BeLu. He tell me that he spoke to Washington a couple of
{:)imfes, and he recommend to them that I should be released to my

usiness,

Mr. Garey. That is, your employee recommended to Washington
that you should be further freed from the restrictions that you were
still subject to?

Mr. Bernr. Yes.

Mr. Garey. And be permitted to increase your activities in con-
nection with your own business ¢

Mr. Beui. Yes.

Mr. Garey. And was that done?

Mr. Beuis. Well, it was done, but I don’t know through who.

Mr. Garey. It was done?

Mr. Berur, In May, I think, 23 or 24.

Mr. Garey. That was after Nissim told you he had arranged to
bring that about$

Mr. Berer, Yes.

Mr. Garey. Nissim still works for you!

Mr. Berrr, Yes.

Mr.Garey. You know something about publication La Parola?

Mr. Beuur. Well, every time there was something bad about me I
recelve a copy of it.

Garey. You received a marked copy of the paper?

Mr. Bewur, Yes; with red pencil.

Mr. Garey. That was also sent to Mr. Alcorn, was it not ?

Mr. BeLux, At the same time; yes.

Mr. Garey. Did the same thing happen with respect to articles
attacking you that appeared in the publication I1 Mondo?

Mr. Berur, Yes.

Mr. Garey. In other words, if there was a vicious attack made on
you in either one of these publications accusing you of being a Fascist,
marked copies were sent to you and to Mr. Alcorn?

Mr. Beror, Yes.

Mr. Garey. Do you know Lupis?

Mr. BeLut, Never met him.

Mr. Gagrey. Do you know Valente, the owner of La Parola ?

Mr. BeLr. Noj never met him either.

Mr. Garey. Let me take you back, if I may, to January of 1943,

Strike that question.

I think robably it is worthy of record that on July 13, 1943, the
Office of War Information wrote this letter to Mr. Belli: '

My Drar Me. Berri: I should like to express great appreciation of the Office
of War Information for your generosity in allowing the magnificent collection of
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Italian recordings which you have assembled to be used for special Office of War
Information broadcasts abroad.

Rest assured that this is a real and valuable contribution to the war effort,
which will be put to the best possible use.
With best wishes, I remain,
Cordially yours,
MAOKLIN MARRO,
Music Director, Overseas Bronch.
The CHamMAN. The cat, after she claws your hide, then purrs over
you for a moment.
Mr. Garey. Do you recall the time, which I think was January of
1943, you were examined by representatives of the F. C. C.*
Mr. Brrur Yes.
Mr. Garey. That was sometime in January in 1943, was it not!
Mr. Berer, Yes. I think it was in the beginning of the month.
Mr. Garey. You were examined by Mr. Hubert and Mr. Feuner?
Mr. Berir Yes. :
Mr. Gagrey. There was a stenographer present, and a record made
of what you told them?
Mr. BeLnr Yes.
Mr. Garey. You were examined for 1 entire week, were you not!
Mr. Brren Iive days, from Monday to Friday.
Mr. Garey. Monday to Friday?
Mr. Berer Yes. .
Mr. Gaxey. You were examined from 9 o’clock in the morning until
9 or 9:30 in the evening?
Mr, BeLin A little earlier than that in the evening.
Mr. Gakey. First Fenner asked you questions and then Hubert asked
you questions?
Mr. Benur. Yes.
Mr. Garey. And I think you told me that one got tired, the other
started at you?
Mr. Berin Yes.
Mr. Garey. Let's see if we can place on record here a picture of
what information they were seeking to get from him.
First, they sought to obtain your entire life history from the date
of your birth to the current date?
Mr. BeLur. Almost.
Mr. Garey. And they wanted to know all about your political beliefs,
did they not?
Mr. Brrir. Yes,
Mr. Garey. They asked you at great length about your politicsl
beliefs?
Mr. Berin Yes.
Mr. Garey. They asked you what religion you were a member of
and what your religious faith was?
Mr. Bewnt. I don’t recall, but I guess they did.
Mr. Garey. They examined your books
Mr. Berir, I don’t know if tlYney did that.
Mr. Garey. Did they examine your bank books?
Mr. BeLr. Yes; I guess they id that.
Mr. Garey. They also examined your secretary for some 5 hours,
did they not?
Mr. Beri Yes. )
Mr. GageY. They examined all your employees?
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Mr. Berii. Every one of them.

Mr. Garey. Did they obtain a list of your sponsors—that is, the
peoh})le with whom you were doing business?

r. Berur, Yes; from 1933 on, I guess.

Mr. Garey. That is, they made a list of every person with whom
they found you had done business from 1933 on to the date you were
being investigated or examined ?

Mr. Beuis. Yes.

Mr. Garey. Did they also interview your sponsors {

Mr. Bewir. I don’t know. That I can’t tell you.

Mr. Garey. Let me direct your attention to one of your sponsors by
the name of Franco.

Mr. Beur. Oh, yes. I don’t know who went there. Some officer
went there. He don’t know who it was. He asked him why he broad-
cast on WBNX insteal of WOV or WHOM.

" Mr. Garey. He was one of your customersf
_ Mr. Brrur, He said he got more business out of my program; that
1s why he stayed with me.

Mr. Garey. These investigators wanted to know why he was broad-
easting over WBNX instead of WOV ¢ :

Mr. Beus. Yes.

Mr. Garey. Did they ask you all about the barbers’ association ¢

Mr. Brrur. Oh, yes.

?fr. Garey. Did they ask you whether or not you have ever spoken

ore it?

Mr. Bevut. Yes.

Mr. Garey. What did you tell them?

Mr. Bewur. I tell—they were talking specifically about the 1939
affair, the star ball of the barbers’ association.

Mr. Garey. Yes.

Mr. Bewr, And T told him—told them——

Mr. Garey. Did you tell them that you did not talk?

Mr. Beuwr, T wasn’t present. I was invited by the barbers’ associa-
tion. I sent a telegram and excused myself. I said, “Due to previous

§ngements. T am not able to attend your meeting.”

Ir. Garey. Who spoke in your place?

en
~ Mr.Bewua. The vice governor, Poletti, he took my place.

Mr. Gagey. That is, Lieutenant Governor Charles Polettif

Mr. Betur, That is right.

Mr. Garey. Did they take copies of your broadcasts?

Mr. Bewax. It wasn't a broadeast.

Mr. Garey. These investigators, Fenner and Hubert——

Mr. Ber. Ob, yes; I think they did. They got this from my office,

¢ Iguess. I knew I went down to the station and I got quite a few

of them,
Mr. Garey. They took 500 of your recordings, did they not?
Mr. Ber, T think they got that through Mr. Alcorn.
Mr. Garey. Did they take copies of your continuities?
Mr. Beris. Yes,
Mr. Garey. Did they ask you all about your employees?
Mr. Berus, Yes,
Mr. Garey. How long they had worked for you !
Mr. Berus. Yes.
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Mr. Garer. And what you knew about their history ¢

Mr. Berrr. Yes.

Mr. Garey. What you knew about their political and religious
beliefs?

Mr. BeLLi. Yes.

Mzr. Garey. Was anything said about the fact that everything that
was going on here was supposed to be secret? Is that correct?

Mr. Bewur. Well, not to e, but I think that they mentioned that
to a few of my employees.

Mr. Garey. To your employees? .

Mr. Berir. Yes. I never knew they had my office boy downtown.

Mr. Gazey. You reeall T read to you the letter you had written to
Guest of the Federal Communications Commission. It has been sug-
gested by Mr. Nathan David of that Commission that you wrote letters
substantially similar in character to the Office of War Information, to
the Oftice of Censorship, and to the Department of Justice ; is that true?

Mr. Berut, I don’t know. Maybe I did. I got to sce that in my
file. I annot sure of it.

Mr. Gagey. Is there anything I haven’t asked you, Mr. Belli, that
vou would like to tell this committee?
© Mr. Berax. Not that I know.

Mr. Gakey. Unless the chairman has some questions, then I have no
further questions of this witness, Mr. Chairman. L

The CrairmaN. I have no questions to ask him myself. I think his
testimony speaks for itself. It paints an awful picture.

W here did you get all this documentary proof you put in?  Where
does it come from? ]

Mr. Garey. It is all from the files of the Federal Communications
Commission, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairaan, we have a witness subpoenaed here by the name of
Miss France:: Keene.

The CuaisMaN. May the witness go down ¢

Mr. Garey. Yes; this witness may be excused.

I would like to have Miss Keene directed to appear before the
committee at room 1306, 63 Wall Street, at 4:30 o'clock this after-
noon, and that this present session be adjourned until 10 o’clock tomor-
row morning.

The CuaisMaN. All right. The committee takes—— .

Mr. Marks. I would like to ask one thing. Is that a recess of this
meeting? Is that a public hearing downtown$ o

Mr. Garey. You haven’t any interest in what this committee ¥
doing.

Mg Maggs. I am merely asking. T don’ know.

Mr. GareY. This session is now adjourning until 10 o’clock tomo"
yow morning. There will be another hearing before the committee it
4: 30 o'clock at room 1506, 63 Wall Street., .

The Cramman. All right. The committee will recess until If
o’clock tomorrow morning. _

(Thereupon, at. 3:25 p. m. on Tuesday, August 24, 1943, a recs
was taken until Wednesday, August.25, 1943, at 10 a. m.)



STUDYZAND INVESTIGATION OF THE FEDERAL
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 1943

HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES,
SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE,
Feperar, Commuxnications Commission,
New York,N. Y.

A subcommittee of the select committec met at 10 a. . in room 705,
Federal Court Building, Foley Square, New York, N. Y., Honorable
E. E. Cox presiding. i

Present : Representative E. E: Cox (chairman) ; Eugene L. Garey,
general counsel to the select committee.

The Cuarman. All right, Mr. Garey.

Mr. Garev. Mr. Chairman, I would like to read into the record two
brief excerpts from the so-called confidential report of the Federal
Communications Commission on Lido Belli, which appears to be dated
March 27, 1943,

At the outset of the report, this statement appears:

In the course of the Investigation of Lido Belli, 50 persons have been inter-
Viewed, 21 publications and agencies consulted (see listing in appendix I) and
their material considered. For purposes of evaluation there is set forth a de-
scription of the background and attitude of each person supplying information
Which has been used as source material,

l'{he Cramman. It looks like they use an eniire regiment on this
ellow,

Mr. Garey. Yes; they did.

It may be of interest to the committee to have included in the report
at this point, without taking the time of the committee to have it
read in, the listing of the persons interviewed and the publications
and agencies consulted, which ave referred to in appendix I.

The document above referred to is in words and (Ii)gures as follows,

towit:)
Alcorn, William C. Cornetta, Tito.
Ansaldi, Dr, Michele M. Constantino, Ralph.
Ansaldi, Mrs, Marguerite, C‘rapanzano, James.
A'Prato, Carlo, Dasella, Benjamin.
Belli, Lido, DiGia, Mauro.
Biscardi, John Philip, Ervin, Edward.
Brunord, Dr. Nicola. ¥Fama, Dr. Charles,
.+ Britt, Benjamin H. Franci, Angelo.
Bolofia, Robert, Filetti, Reverand.
Capellon, Mario, ' Gugliotta, Enzo.
L_nntelmo, Frank, Halle, Dexter.
Cantorella, Dr, Holmes, Walter J.
Colombo, Arrigo. Lamberti, Antonio (Morette, Amelio
Cupelli, Albert, Maurice).
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La Matina, Rocco, Salvamen!, Gaetano.
Landry, Robert J. Sterbini, Pio.
Lee, Cornelius R. Simeone, T.

Manfred, Arthur (Manfred Abrabams). Sergio, Lesa.
Manfredi, Ettore (Giuseppe Annania). Stevens, Joseph.

Milano, Prof. P. Sereno, Paolo.
Moore, William L Tabet, Duccio.
Mandesi, Joseph. Tabet, Mrs. Duccio.
Neri, Hugo (Alfonso Vanacore). Valenti, Gerolamo.
Pascal, Susan. Vicirca, Dino.
Pavia, Enrico L. Valuchek, Andrew J.
Pantaleoni, Goffredo.

ORGANIZATIONS
Anti-Defamation League. Parole Commission.
American Jewish Committee. District Attorney.
American Jewish Congress. Departient of Correction.
Anti-Naz| League. Court of General Sessions.
Short Wave Research. 11 Progresso.
Naval Intelligence. 11 Mondo.
Federal Bureau of Investigation. La Percla.
G-2 Army, The Golden Book.
Public Library. I1,Grida Della Stirpes.
Italians in New York. 1talinn Barbers Benevolent Society.

Italian “Who’s Who.”

Mr Garey. Under a caption in the report entitled, “Belli’s Admis-
sions,” the following also appears:

In all of his newscusting prior to April 1941, at which time the station required
that all news be taken only from INS, Belli used as his principal sources Il
Progresso, Corriere d’America, the News, Mirror, and New York American.
(The two Italian newspapers were outspokenly Fascist. We know that the
three English papers were syinpathetic to isvlationism and fascism.) He also
admits that his employees have used the foregoing papers. He has made some
payments to 11 Gride Della Stirpe, Dominic Trombetta’s rabid Fascist sheet.
So, in determining whether or not Belli should be kept from the air and
barred from his business, the fact that he used the New York Mirror
and the New York American and the New York Daily News was i
factor that the Commission considered, because it claimed they weré

ro-Kascist and isolationist.

I would like to call, Mr. Chairman, a man named Renzo Nissin.

SWORN TESTIMONY OF RENZO NISSIN, NEW YORK, N. Y.

Mr. Garey. Mr. Nissin, will you state your full namef

Mr. NissiN. Renzo Nissin.

Mr. Garey. That is spelled R-e-n-z-0 N-i-s-s-i-nf

Mr. Nissin. That is right.

Mr. Garey. Where do you live?

Mr. NissiN. 49 West Fifty-seventh Street, New York.

Mr. Garey. Are you a citizen of the United States?

Mr. Nissin. No. I have my first papers only.

Mr. Garey. When did you come to the United States?

Mr. Nissin. I came December 11, 1938.

Mr. Garey. What is your business or occupation ?

Mr. Nissiy. I am employed by Station WBNX as censor, and nov ]
am making the news during the morning.

Mr. Garey. That is, you are announcing; or, are you preparing the
seripts?



